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Freedom is not always self-evident
As Mayor of the Municipality of Eijsden-
Margraten I am tremendously proud of 
The Foundation for Adopting Graves at 
the American Cemetery in Margraten and 
its adopters. Our gratitude towards the 
fallen soldiers is best shown by adopting a 
grave or a name at the Walls of the
Missing. The 9th Edition of this News-
letter is dedicated to the 70th
anniversary of adoption and liberation. In 
our Municipality we commemorate and 
celebrate Liberation Eijsden-Margraten , 
the 70th anniversary of the liberation of 
Limburg and the rest of the Netherlands 
and the 70th anniversary of the American 
Cemetery at Margraten. We started the 
commemorative year in May 2014 and 
will bring it to a conclusion on Memorial 
Day, May 24th 2015, for which I herewith invite you cordially. 
But now it’s time to stand still at how the adoption program originated 70 years ago 
and the significance for our society and beyond. Out of a sense of gratitude to and 
respect for our Liberators the Citizens’ Committee Margraten was formed with the 
aim of supporting the founding of the cemetery with a large-scale initiative for
adoption. The activities of the Citizen’s Committee Margraten were take over 
in 2002 bij The Foundation for Adopting Graves at the American Cemetery in 
Margraten. You as adopters -with your loyalty and dedication- fulfill an honorable 
task. Thanks to you and many others, the story of our liberation is told again and 
again through numerous visits to our cemetery. And this will go on for several more 
generations. It is therefore –with pride- that I want to thank all adopters fort their 
constant dedication!
 

Dieudonné Akkermans,
Mayor of Eijsden-Margraten.

Ninth Edition, April 2015

Wim Kamerman 
passed away

On September 20th 2014 our
Foundation was struck by the sad news 
of the passing away of Wim
Kamerman, since 2002 a respected, 
deeply involved and dedicated member 
of our board. With a background in 
teaching he was able to bridge the gap 
between today’s primary school kids 
and the victims buried at the American 
Cemetery in Margraten. He helped keep 
the memory of World War 2 alive and 
helped the awareness with new gene-
rations that peace and liberty are not 
always obvious. We wish his wife
Jeannette, his children and grand-
children and also his family and friends 
strength at this tragic loss.
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Foundation’s Board

Since January 1st, 2015 the board-
members are: Jacques Aussems (secretary/ 
deputy chairman), Jimmy Brouns,
Roger Caelen Ruud Croonen (treasury), 
Ton Hermes, Bert Kleijnen, Frenk Lahaye, 
Fien Opreij-Bendermacher (chairwoman), 
Jo Purnot (2nd secretary),
Frans Roebroeks, Nicole Sproncken-
Blezer.

Opening hours of the cemetery

The cemetery is open to the public seven 
days a week from 9 AM to 5 PM. Only on 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day the 
cemetery remains closed. On the 4th of 
May (Commemoration of The Dead) the 
cemetery is open in the evening as well.

Changes of address and
other mutations

You are urgently requested to pass on any 
change of address (home and/or e-mail 
address) or any other mutation that can 
be of importance to the adoption register 
to us. Also if you are no longer capable 
of (regularly) visiting the grave or name 
you are requested to inform us at info@
adoptiegraven-margraten.nl or by
telephone at 043-4583050 (Ton Hermes) or 
043-4582177 (Bert Kleijnen)

Gratitude for donations/
contributions

It goes without saying that we are most 
grateful for the donations and
contributions that we receive each year 
from adopters and other benefactors. We 
thank you all. It often happens though that 
donations to our foundation are
transferred to the wrong bank account 
number. In case you want to financially 
support us please do so only by
transferring money to bank account 
number NL 89 RABO 0158 8200 45 (BIC: 
RABONL2U) to the attention of  The 
Foundation for Adopting Graves at the 
American Cemetery in Margraten. Please 
don’t forget to fill in your name and
address.
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Governor Th.J.F.M. Bovens 
Patron of our Foundation 

With the 70th anniversary in view the 
Foundation last year requested the 
Governor of the Limburg Province to 
accept patronage of our Foundation. 
With pride we can announce that the 
Governor -in a letter dated December 
9th last- has confirmed he gladly accepts 
this function to “emphasize the value 
that Limburg places on this cemetery 
and on the phenomenon of adoption set 
up by this region.”  



Parting of board 
members Fien 
Opreij-
Bendermacher 
and Jo Purnot
Our chairwoman Fien Opreij-Bender-
macher and deputy secretary Jo Purnot 
have announced at the beginning of 
2014 that they will give up their positi-
on as per June 1st 2015. The reason fort 
this is that both have passed the age of 
70. The Foundation’s board has under-
gone a process of rejuvenation over the 
past few years. By timely announcing 
the designated successors they have 
been part of the board for more than a 
year now and have gathered plenty of 
experience. But let us first look into 
both board members merits concerning 
our Foundation.

Fien Opreij-Bendermacher

Fien Opreij-Bendermacher has been 
part in the formation of our Foundation 
in November 2002 and was announced 
chairwoman, a position that she has 
exerted with pride and zest. She was a 
contributing director, always willing 
to –sometimes literally- lend a helping 
hand. The board members of the early 
days will probably remember the
project of actualizing the adoption
register. An immense operation that 
took four years, but with a perfect 
result. The idea to put up the names on 
the Walls for adoption also came from 
our chairwoman: “Those boys have 
fought just as much and also deserve 
flowers at their names.” Thanks to 
Fien’s dedication the Foundation’s 
stature has grown both nationally and 

Adoption Jubilee
As you may have read in Mayor Akkermans’ introduction or Foundation is
celebrating the 70th anniversary of its adoption program. A tribute to all who have 
instigated this program and to those who have governed the system during those 
70 years or have contributed otherwise. We are proud of the fact all 8,301 graves of 
fallen liberators have been adopted and that we’ve had a waiting-list for several years 
now. Of the 1,722 names on the Walls of the Missing more than 1,400 have been 
adopted by now. In the course of decades friendships have developed between the 
adopters and surviving relatives of fallen soldiers. Adoption has brought people
together and has ultimately become a means of expressing our gratitude to the next 
of kin of those who fell for our liberation. Our Foundation believes that this miles-
tone -in a year when we also celebrate 70 years of freedom- should not go unnoticed.  

Jubilee Program  

Our Foundation keeps strong ties with the American World War II Orphans Network 
(AWON) in the US. More than sixty of its members will attend the activities
surrounding ‘70 Years of Adoption’. We all feel much honored to welcome these 
guests.

On May 23rd our Foundation organizes a commemorative gathering at the 
Liberation Monument in Mensch (in front of the primary school at Grijze Graaf 12) 
the first village in the Netherlands to have been liberated. During a silent walk
starting at 5.30 pm we will go from ‘De Laathof’ (at Langstraat number 3) to the 
monument.  There the service will be musically supported by the Sint Blasius drum 
band and fanfare from Cadier en Keer, while the Sint Sebastianus and
De Wapenbroeders (Maastricht) civic guards will attend. A number of pupils from 
the primary school in Mesch will also participate in the ceremony that -as a whole- 
will take more than an hour. We are hoping that a great number of adopters will walk 
along and attend the ceremony. The full program of the commemorative ceremony 
can be found on our website www.adoptiegraven-margraten.nl and on our Facebook 
page.

On Memorial Day, Monday May 25th (the day after Whit Sunday) there is a
memorial concert primarily for adopters at the Vrijthof Theatre in Maastricht. With 
this we say thank you to all those who have fulfilled their honorable task as
adopters with devotion and often in silence. Naturally our American guests will 
also attend the concert. The music will be played by the Marine Band of the Dutch 
Royal Navy with several guest appearances. The concert will start at 7.30 pm and 
end roundabout 10.30 pm. For ticket sales and other information please read the 
letter as attached. 

New board member Roger Caelen
Adopter Roger Caelen has recently been appointed as member of the board of our 
Foundation. Roger, aged 47, is a chartered accountant. He is very much attached to 
the cemetery and is honored to contribute to keeping the Adoption program alive 
for many years to come. On short term there will be a re-shuffle of responsibilities 
within the board and Riger will be assigned his tasks. 
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internationally. The fact that the Foundation was granted the Limburg Award in 2007 
and the Medal of Honor of the Margraten Municipality in 2008 can also partly be
attributed to her. As a chairwoman she was capable of looking at all pros and cons. 
Only after careful consideration points of view were adopted and decision made.
Meetings of the foundation as of the executive board were always led by her in a 
balanced and harmonious manner.  

Jo Purnot

Jo has also been member of the board of the Foundation since its formation in 
2002. He is the historical ‘brains’ of the Foundation. Not surprising if you know his 
background as secretary of the Cadier en Keer Historical Society and the Associated 
Regional History and Geography Societies Margraten (SHOM). As deputy secretary 
of our Adoption Foundation Jo is in charge of all incoming e-mails, which he answers 
himself or passes on to the secretarial staff.  The growing number of questions from 
surviving relatives in the US is processed diligently by him in compliance with the 
privacy of the adopters. Jo is fascinated by the historical documents of our
Foundation’s predecessors the Civil Committee Margraten. Their correspondence 
dates back to the beginning of 1945. Snooping around in the 1945/46 card-cabinet 
-looking for new historical facts- is his favorite pastime. Together with other board 
members Jo is responsible for putting together the annual newsletter. As deputy 
secretary he is a member of the Board of the Foundation and connects next of kin from 
America with our adopters.

The Foundation’s Board feels strongly indebted to its two board members and wishes 
them many more years in good health.

Film-documentary 
‘Onze Soldaat’ 
(Our Soldier)
The documentary ‘Our Soldier’ by
filmmaker Jotja Bessems and the
Associated Regional History and
Geography Societies Margraten 
(SHOM) will be broadcast by Limburg’s 
L1-TV the first weekend of May. It can 
be viewed on Saturday, May 2nd at 6 pm 
and on Sunday, May 3rd at 11 am and at 
1 and 3 pm. The film shows how since 
1945 adoption is experienced in
Margraten showing two such examples. 
The starting point for this documentary 
was the encounter of the filmmaker’s 
parents with surviving relatives of the 
soldier whose grave they have adopted. 
The film shows what adoption
contributes to keeping the memory vivid 
and also how a marble cross becomes a 
face. Gerda Nelissen’s parents from the
village of Moerslag adopted the grave of 
a soldier in 1945 that had been
quartered in their house for a few 
months following the liberation of the 
south of Limburg. After the death of her 
parents Gerda has taken over the
adoption and has since then passed it 
on to her children and grandchildren. 
Personal memories, excerpts from letters 
sent by this soldier, historical pictures 
and new footage shot on location in 
Limburg and in the USA all add-up to 
the experience of this phenomenon. The 
film will be shown at different occasions 
and can be ordered on DVD at our
Foundation in the short run. The film 
was made possible by financial
contributions by the Stimulation Fund of 
the Royal Facultative in The Hague and 
the Frans Gijzen Foundation in
Valkenburg.

Digital Newsletter
In the 2014 edition of our Newsletter we announced that our Foundation is switching 
to a digital version. Cost saving and environment play an important part in that choice. 
But the main advantage is that we can inform you quicker and more often during the 
cause of the year on the developments within our Foundation and the American
Cemetery. You have reacted massively to our request to pass on your e-mail address 
to us. Since then two Newsletters have been sent to 1,400 adopters. For them this will 
be the last paper copy version that they are getting. If you have missed our request and 
also want to receive the Newsletter digitally then please send an e-mail to:
administratie@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl. Please fill in the word “email address” in 
the subject-space (so we can more easily sort all incoming messages). Also please note 
your name, initial(s), address/zip code/town and telephone number so we can match 
that with the adoption registry. If you have family, friends, relatives or colleagues that 
have -just like you- adopted a grave or a name on the Walls of the Missing but do not 
receive the Newsletter digitally, please point out this option to them. Ask them to pass 
on their email-address to us. In case your email-address changes please don’t forget to 
inform us. But the same applies to your postal address in case that changes, of course. 
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Memorial Day, Sunday, May 24th 2015 

Program:
- 10 am: Eucharist ceremony organized by the Stichting Culturele Muziek Manifestaties Margraten (Foundation for Cultural
 Musical Manifestations Margraten). Main Celebrant is Pastor Fr. Janssen of Margraten. The vocals with the music will
 be performed by tenor Hubert Delamboije and the vocal group Mannenkoor (Men’s Choir) Borgharen led by
 Roger Moens.
- 3 pm: Memorial service with speeches and the placing of wreaths

Access
Both the ceremonies in the morning and the afternoon are freely accessible. From experience we know that in the morning there 
will be sufficient seats for all present. At the afternoon ceremony there are reserved seats and separate places for those invited. All 
other visitors can be seated on the grandstands and round the barriers on the cemetery. 

Route and Parking
Visitors  to the memorial ceremony who arrive from either direction Maastricht or from Gulpen would normally be able to reach 
the cemetery over the ‘Rijksweg’ main road and park their car at the cemetery.  Parking during Memorial Day is organized by the 
Marechaussee (Dutch Military Police). Normally there is enough parking space but we do advise visitors to come early because of 
the busy traffic that is expected. There will be special parking places for the disabled.

Bringing flowers
Memorial Day is the occasion for placing flowers at an adopted grave or at a name on the Walls of the Missing. As this is the day 
on which the United States commemorate their fallen soldiers everywhere in the world. So we do hope that the adopters will do the 
best they can and turn the cemetery into a sea of flowers. We have noticed however that there are always graves without flowers. We 
find that regrettable and would like to call upon those adopters to take care of this. If you live near the cemetery, and the weather 
permits it, we suggest that you bring your flowers already on Thursday or Friday, because on Saturday it will be very busy there. 

Information
If you have further questions concerning Memorial Day you can turn to the organizers of this event. The address is: American 
Cemetery 1, 6269 NA Margraten, telephone 043-4581208, e-mail: netherlands@abmc.gov

In retrospect: 70 years memorial American Cemetery  
Margraten. 
Visit by the Shomon and Wiggins Families.

 

Seventy years ago Captain Joseph J. 
Shomon reported to Margraten’s Town 
Hall in search of a suitable location 
for a military cemetery in view of the 
expected casualties with the Ninth 
Army. He found the space he needed on 
a few acres of farmland along the former 
highway Aken-Maastricht.
On November, 10th 1944 the very first 

soldier was buried at the American 
Cemetery in Margraten Margraten: 
Corporal John David Singer.

For the occasion of the  70th anniversary 
of the cemetery in September 2014 Suzie 
Forehand-Shomon and
Nancy Lewis-Shomon, daughters of 
Captain Shomon and their sons Scott 
and Noël were guests of our Foundation. 
With gratitude we look back at their 
visit. They visited the cemetery that was 
founded by their (grand)father. It was 
an emotional visit and has left a deep 
impression. The Shomon family was 

especially moved by the enthusiasm and 
dedication of the thousands of adopters 
who bring flowers each year and place 
them at the grave of a fallen liberator or 
at a name on the Walls of the Missing. 
Grandson Scott expressed his
appreciation as follows: “Nothing in the 
world compares to what happens here in 
Margraten. The Dutch are still
grateful for what the American troops 
have done for their country. The way 
they are keeping the memory vivid is 
really astonishing”. 
An article from a newspaper in Virginia 
with the heading ‘Netherlands rolls out a 
red carpet for a Virginia Beach family’ 
gives a nice description of what Nancy, 
Suzie, Scott and Noël experienced du-
ring their visit to Margraten.

Group photo with residents of the Shomon 
Street with (seated) from left to right Scott, 
Suzie, Nancy en Noel..
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You can find the entire article on our 
website. For them it was primarily an 
emotional trip with tangible memories to 
their father and grandfather
respectively. So they found themselves 
at the impressive cemetery where their 
(grand)father had worked during the 
war and got to know the tenants  of 
the Shomon Street in Margraten. They 
also attended several official functions, 
concerts and memorial services and 
met with the American Ambassador in 
The Netherlands Timothy Broas, with 
Governor Theo Bovens and with the 
Margraten-Eijsden Municipal Council. 
Talking to Nancy and Suzie we learned 
that after the war their father struggled 
with the many traumatic experiences at 
the cemetery. Joseph J. Shomon has put 
away the past by writing his book ‘Cros-
ses in the Wind’, of which the Dutch 
version is still available in our web shop. 
The book also mentions the deployment 
of Afro American soldiers for the many 
heavy tasks at the cemetery.
 

From Alabama to Margraten
The story of one of those soldiers was put to paper by Mieke Kirkels in the book 
‘From Alabama to Margraten’. It describes the voyage of a young Afro-American
Jefferson Wiggins who joins the US Forces and is a first-hand witness of the liberation 
of Europe. Amongst other things he worked at the American Cemetery in Margraten 
as a gravedigger. In this book Jefferon Wiggins talks of the racial segregation in the 
US, a separation of black and white people that still existed in the Southern States 
during the sixties of the last century. Colored soldiers were put in separate units that 
were mainly charged with logistical matters. Remarkable was his encounter with a 
French woman shortly after the invasion in Normandy. ‘You cannot imagine how
terrible it was to live without freedom for four years’ Jefferson Wiggins answered: 
‘You cannot imagine what it is like (as Afro-American) to never have lived in freedom 
at all.’ After the war Afro-American soldiers were never honored and their
participation and contribution were never acknowledged. This impressive book can 
also be ordered at our website.

Recent research shows that in Margraten 155 Afro-Americans are buried. Almost 
a third of that number (46) were with the Infantry or were member of a Tank-crew. 
Seven of them lost their lives serving in a Signal Construction Battalion, charged 

with installing and servicing telephone 
systems and other means of
communications. The other 103
casualties were working in the
Quartermaster Service Companies. 
They worked as chauffeurs and in
warehouses, bakeries and laundries.

Chairwoman Fien Opreij presents Janice Wiggins with a lovely bunch of flowers after the 
book presentation. In the background daughter Felicia and grandson Malcolm. 

Foundation Associated Adopters of American War Graves.  
The SVAAO or Stichting Verenigde 
Adoptanten Amerikaanse
Oorlogsgraven (Foundation Associated 
Adopters of American War Graves) is a 
collective of Belgian and Dutch adopters 
of American war graves. Their objective 
is to add an identity to each name of an 
American Soldier buried or
remembered at the Cemeteries in
Margraten and in Henri-Chapelle and 

The Ardennes in Belgium. The name 
of their website www.adoptiegraven.
nl  provoked a lot of misunderstanding. 
Questions about adopting graves but 
also questions from surviving American 
relatives thus arrived at the wrong
Foundation. But now -after consultation- 
we have managed to solve this. If you 
visit the website www.adoptiegraven.
nl  you will arrive at a so-called splash 

page. There you can see which
foundation does what. Then by clicking 
you will arrive at the right foundation’s 
website. After a trial period our
foundation will take over the domain 
name www. adoptiegraven.nl. 

The faces of Margraten: 2-5 May
How many times have you faced a cross or stood at The Walls of the Missing reading a name and wondering who this soldier was. 
How old was he? Was he married and did he have kids? What was his occupation before the war? What did he look like? Seventy 
years after the end of World War ll there will be an answer to that last question. Between the 2nd and 5th of May the project ‘The 
Faces of Margraten ’will be held, an initiative by the Foundation Associated Adopters of American War Graves (SVAAO) whereby 
a face will be added to thousands of names on the Margraten Cemetery. During those four days there will be a photograph (if 
available) placed at the grave or at the name at the Wall of the Missing. The project, which is linked to the commemoration and 
celebration of the 70th anniversary of the liberation, is a tribute to the soldiers who paid with their lives for our freedom. By placing 
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The Mourning Woman
The first version with a helmet against the 
tree trunk.

Students Omaha Central (Nebraska) 
visit Margraten
Tuesday June 9th 2015 a group of 36 students of the Omaha Central High School will 
pay a visit to the American Cemetery in Margraten. This visit is initiated by Scott 
Wilson, a history teacher at Omaha Central. He has done research on students who 
studied at Omaha Central in the forties and that have joined the army after
graduation to fight for the liberation of Europe. It turned out that six of them died 
during their time in Europe and lay buried at the American Cemetery in Margraten. 
Current students have studied the lives of those six young men and have followed 
their journey from their landing in Normandy to their last resting place in Margraten. 
Impressed with the adoption program the students want to meet with the adopters of 
those six men. For the adopters it’s a fascinating thing to get to learn more about the 
story behind ‘their soldier’. All adopters have been approached and have been found 
willing to contribute to the program on June 9th. They will be duly informed about 
the details of the final program.

photographs we keep the memories even 
more alive. But the pictures will also
illustrate the fact that they were more 
than just soldiers. They were sons,
brothers, fathers and friends. They 
had hobbies and dreams. They were 
individuals like you and me. Anybody 
can become a victim of war. Let this 
awareness be an inspiration to all of 
us to cherish our freedom and to say: 
Never again! The photographs can be 
seen between 2nd and 5th of May at the 
cemetery that will be open from 9 to 5 
each day. On May 4th the Cemetery will 
be open in the evening as well for the 
Commemoration of the Dead ceremony. 
More information on this project can be 
found at www.degezichtenvanmargra-
ten.nl. www.degezichtenvanmargraten.
nl. www.degezichtenvanmargraten.
nl. www.degezichtenvanmargraten.nl. 
Although the deadline for placement of 
photographs for this year has passed, we 
nevertheless request you to keep sending 
in photographs to try and make the 
archive even more complete.

The Mourning Woman
Visitors to the cemetery in Margraten usually enter through the so-called Court of 
Honor. In the middle there is a large pond, while the edges are formed by The Walls of 
the Missing, on which the names of 1,722 missing soldiers are engraved. The Court of 
Honor ends with an imposing tower. In front of this firm landmark there is a group of 
bronze statues named The Mourning Woman.

The statue was sketched by Joseph Kiselewski (1901 Browerville-Minnesota). He was 
tutored at the Minneapolis School of Art. After his studies he went on to the National 
Academy of Design and the Beaux-Arts Institute of Design. Between 1922 and 1926 
he was assistant to Lee Lawrie, one of America’s greatest innovators in the field of 
implementing statues in architecture. In 1926 Kiselewski received the prestigious Prix 
de Rome,  enabling him to work at the American Academy in Rome for three years.

Kiselewski became well-known for his design of medals for the US Army and Navy 
during World War ll like the Defense Service Medal and the Good Conduct Medal 
(1941). The American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC) asked Kiselewski 
to design a group of statues for the cemetery in Margraten. Kiselewski incorporated 
several elements symbolizing War and Peace. The Mourning Woman symbolizes the 
incomprehensible grief that the war brought about. Three doves of peace accompany 
her. Next to her statue there is a trunk of a tree, demolished by the violence of war. 
From the apparently dead trunk grows a new shoot, the symbol of new life after a pe-
riod of death and destruction. In a life-size first draught version in clay Kiselewski had 
added a GI’s helmet against a tree trunk (see picture). But that element was deleted 
by the judging-committee of the AMBC. Ultimately the statue was cast in bronze in 
the Battaglia Foundries in Milan, after 
which it was transported to Margraten. 
There the statue was placed on a socket 
engraved with:” New life from war’s 
destruction proclaims man’s
immortality and hope for peace”
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Margraten Tribute Foundation organizes Liberation 
Concert Margraten 2015  
At 3pm on Sunday, September 13th 2015 The Liberation Concert Margraten will be held for the tenth time paying a musical tribute 
to the soldiers who have their final resting place at the American Cemetery.

Traditionally the concert is performed by the Philharmonie Zuidnederland (South-Netherlands) in co-operation with the Brabant 
Koor (Choir). They will be performing Elegies by Richard Danielpour, preceded by Cantus in Memoriam Benjamin Britten by Arvo 
Pärt en Symphony Number 5 Reformation by Felix Mendelssohn. Margraten Liberation Concert is a unique concert that could not 
be held without financials contributions by the Limburg Province, the Eijsden-Margraten Municipality, funds, sponsors and
benefactors. Every donation is welcome because only then The Liberation Concert Margraten can survive. When you make a
donation you will officially become a ‘Friend of the Liberation Concert Margraten’. For more information please look into the flyer 
with this Newsletter or at the website www.margrateneerbetoon.nl .

Good to know…….
- The Foundation’s Board has been approached by Mr. Paul Doyen from Margraten.
 Mr. Doyen is willing to place flowers (paid for by the adopter) at a grave or at the
 Walls of the Missing on behalf of this adopter. If you are interested you can contact
 Mr. Doyen directly. His telephone number is 043-3632171, his e-mail address is:
 pdoyen67@gmail.com

- Regarding the setting-up of a veterans-database the 457th Bomber Group is looking
 for adopters of this Bomber Group’s crewmembers. Please send an e-mail to
 historyproject457th@outlook.com or go to http://www.457thbombgroupassoc.org
 for more information.

- On repeated request The Foundation has decided to make the commemorative pin
 available to family members of adopters as well. By wearing the pin they can also
 show their solidarity with the Adoption Foundation and with the American
 Cemetery. The pins can be picked up from the Visitors Centre at the cemetery.

- That in nearby Beek you can find the Eyewitness war museum. Absolutely worth
 a visit. For more information you can visit their website: www.eyewitnesswo2.nl .

Peter Schrijvers 
now officially 
linked with our 
Foundation
Professor Doctor Peter Schrijvers, who 
recorded the history of the adoption 
movement in his book ‘The Margraten 
Boys’ , has been appointed ‘historical 
adviser’ by the board of the Foundation. 
Peter had informed us earlier of his 
desire to stay involved with our
foundation’s work.  As a significant 
writer of publications regarding World 
War ll he is the designated person to 
illustrate the American perspective and 
to strengthen the adoption project in the 
Anglo-American world. Peter graduated 
from the Ohio State University
(Columbus) and has lectured
American History at universities in the 
US, Belgium and Switzerland. Currently 
he is a senior lecturer at the University 
of New South Wales in Sydney
(Australia). He has written six books on 
the American involvement in the Second 
World War: ‘The Crash of Ruin (2000), 
‘Bloody Pacific’ (2002), ‘The Unknown 
Dead’ (2005), ‘Liberators’ (2009) and 
‘The Margraten Boys’ (2012). His latest 
book ‘Those who hold Bastogne’ was 
published just recently. 

Newsletters returned to sender
Since 2005 our Foundation is sending Newsletters to all our adopters. In view of the 
advancing digitization of our society there are more than 1,400 adopters that receive 
their Newsletter by e-mail. And this number still grows.

Each year a number of Newsletters are returned to sender. This is usually caused by 
adopters who have not passed on their new address after having moved house. We 
would then start a search, hoping to locate the adopter. Sporadically it happens that 
-in spite of our best efforts- we do not succeed. We find that very disappointing. As all 
graves have been adopted and we have a waiting-list -while regularly getting requests 
for adopting a grave- the board of the Foundation has decided that in such cases after 
six months the grave can be allotted to an adopter of the waiting-list. We would like to 
emphasize the importance of passing on any change of address to us. We also request 
the next-of-kin of the adopter to send us an obituary notice.
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Books available at the Foundation. 
Naam boek/DVD

Kruizen in de Wind
(Crosses in the Wind)
Joseph J. Shomon 

The Margraten Boys,
Dr. Peter Schrijvers     

Van Boerenakker tot
Soldatenkerkhof
(From Farmland to
Soldiers Cemetery),  
Mieke Kirkels, Jo Purnot en 
Frans Roebroeks

DVD Akkers van
Margraten
Eugenie Jansen en
Albert Elings

Het geheim van Opa 
Jacques Vriens 

Van Alabama naar
Margraten.
(Fields of Margraten)
Herinneringen van
grafdelver Jefferson Wiggins
Mieke Kirkels

Return to Margraten
Janice Wiggins

Prijs

€ 18,50
(dispatch not included)                                        

€ 21,50 Dutch version
€ 22,50 English version 
(both versions dispatch not 
included)                    

€ 19,95
(dispatch not included)                      

€ 12,50
(dispatch not included)                   

€ 6,95
(dispatch not included)                   

€ 19,95
(dispatch not included)                   

€ 14,50
(dispatch not included)                   

Short description 

A history of the American Cemetery in Margraten starting with 
its construction. More than 200 pages and containing unique 
photographs.  

The book describes how the adoption initiative arose and
developed. It also unveils whether America’s post-war foreign 
politics have had their influence on the tradition of adoption. This 
publication contains several  intense and emotional stories of life 
and death during the Nazi-occupation.  

This book contains eyewitness accounts on the construction of the 
cemetery. Farmers recount how they lost their land. Villagers talk 
about the relentless stream of casualties that -during a 1 ½ year 
period- kept on coming. Americans  explain about the atrocious 
conditions under which they had to work. Contains photograph 
and drawings.

The documentary film ‘Akkers van Margraten’ (Fields of
Margraten) was published along with the book ‘Van
Boerenakker tot Soldatenkerkhof’ (From Farmland to Soldiers 
Cemetery). Along with current interviews with eyewitnesses, the 
DVD contains seventy minutes of footage with extra interviews 
from American archives. With a choice of Dutch or English sub-
titles.

This book aims at children between 8 and 12 years of age. “Grand-
pa doesn’t want to talk about the war. What happened to him 
then?” Then Teun and Lenneke discover his big, terrible secret. 

Jefferson Wiggins, an Afro-American, recounts his ghastly
experiences at the American Cemetery in Margraten, where he 
was a grave-digger burying fallen compatriots at the start in 1944. 
The book contains extensive historical information about the racial 
segregation in the US Army.

Janice Wiggins wrote an English language version of
Mieke Kirkels book. Perhaps a suitable present for relatives in the 
US.

These books can be ordered by e-mail: info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl or by telephone 043-4582177 (Bert Kleijnen). These 
books are also on sale at the front-office desk of the Multimate DIY Jan Opreij BV, Aan de Fremme 50, 6269 BE in Margraten. 

How to reach us
Our postal address is: 
Stichting Adoptie Graven Amerikaanse 
Begraafplaats Margraten PO Box 22,
6269 ZG Margraten, The Netherlands    
E-mail: info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl   
website: www.adoptiegraven-margraten.nl
Facebook:http://www.facebook.com/mar-
graten.adoptie
bank account number: NL89 RABO 0158 
8200 45 (BIC: RABONL2U)
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