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With this letter the foundation wishes to inform the adopters about the activities
and developments within the organization

Member Dutch parliament by Raymond Knops:

“Keep story of liberators alive”
The first time I visited Margraten it was on a wet December day in 1992. An tough 
army exercise of Royal Military Academy cadets ended at the American cemetery in 
Margraten. The sight of thousands of white crosses made a deep impression on me as 
a a young cadet but also on the others in my unit.

Later I returned to Margraten on several occasions like the annual Memorial Day service 
and everytime I am impressed by the story’s of survivors, veterans and family members. 
The serenity atmosphere on the immense cemetery is a big contrast with the horror of 
war. For me personally this always motivated me to work actively on the prevention of 
war in Europe, first as an army officer, later on as spokesperson for Defence and Foreign 
Affairs in the Dutch Parliament.

Search
In the past 2 years my relationship with the American cemetery intensified. 
In 2014 I learned about Maarten Vossen, a young guy from Limburg who, at the age of 
13, adopted the grave of James E. Wickline. A name and a number, that was all he had. 
After more than 10 years of investigations he was able to tell the story of James Wickline. 

I was impressed by his story, his passion and his involvement for his adopted soldier and 
connected him with a professional filmmaker Marijn Poels. The final result was a price-
winning documentary Ageless Friends, Maarten’s search for the short life of James E. 
Wickline. The documentary release was on April 17 2016 in attendance of many adopters 
and civilian and military authorities. 

Looking at the documentary I got motivated to start a search for my adopted soldier 
Harold J. Ball as well. I have a name, a place of birth and the date he was killed in action.

Together with my family I started my search in order to tell the story of our liberators 
and the story of freedom to the next generation. That is what we all do as adopters; keep 
the memory of the American liberators alive. To prevent what they experienced during 
the war. To pay respect to those who gave their lives for our freedom.

Raymond Knops
Member Dutch Parliament The Hague

Volume 11, april 2017

Patron: Dr. Th.J.F.M. Bovens,
Royal Commissioner

of Limburg

How to Reach Our Foundation:
Stichting Adoptie Graven Amerikaanse 
Begraafplaats Margraten (Foundation 
for Adopting Graves American
Cemetery Margraten) 
PO Box 22, 6269 ZG Margraten,
The Netherlands 
E-mail:
info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl 
Website:
www.adoptiegraven-margraten.nl
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/
margraten.adoptie
Bank account number: NL89RA-
BO0158820045 (BIC: RABONL2U)

Opening Hours of
the Cemetery:

The Margraten Cemetery is open to the public 
seven days a week, from 9 am to 5 pm, except 
for Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. During 
the day of May 4th, when the Dutch people are 
commemorating the Dutch victims of WWII, 
the cemetery is available for visits by the gene-
ral public during the evening hours.

© 2015. Nothing in this publication can be copied or published without 
prior written consent by The Foundation for Adopting Graves at the
American Cemetery in Margraten.
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Change of Address and Other 
Contact Information Changes:

It is of utmost importance that you inform 
us about any changes concerning both 
your home and email addresses. We 
would also appreciate your notifying us 
about any other changes to your contact 
information that can be of importance to 
the adoption register. If you are no longer 
able to regularly visit the grave or name of 
your adopted soldier, you are requested to 
inform us at
info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl
or by contacting:
Ton Hermes at 043 458 3050 (local)
or +31 43 458 3050 (from the U.S.), or 
Bert Kleijnen at 043 458 2177 (local)
or +31 43 458 2177 (from the U.S.).

Board Members of Our
Foundation 

Jimmy Brouns, Roger Caelen, Ruud Croonen 
(Treasurer), Ton Hermes (Chairman),
Bert Kleijnen, Sjef Kusters, Frenk Lahaye, 
Frans Roebroeks (Secretary) and
Nicole Sproncken-Blezer.

Honorary board members:
 Fien Opreij-Bendermacher,
 Jo Purnot and Jacques Aussems 
Patron: 
 Governor of the province of
 Limburg drs Th.J.F.M. Bovens
Historical consultant:
 Prof. Dr. Peter Schrijvers
Webmaster:
 Bob Jungerius



Gratitude for Donations
and Contributions:

The Foundation is most grateful for the 
donations and contributions that we
receive each year from adopters and 
other benefactors. We thank you all for 
your generous support!

Please be aware, that there are times when 
we, as a Foundation, have experienced 
donations being transferred to the wrong 
bank account number. Your support is 
very important to us, and we want you to 
be able to make your donations and
contributions with confidence. To best 
facilitate this, be sure that when you 
transfer money to include the name of 
our foundation, Stichting Adoptie Graven 
Amerikaanse Begraafplaats Margraten 
(Foundation for Adopting Graves
American Cemetery Margraten), your 
name, address, and this bank account 
information:
IBAN-number: NL89RABO0158820045 
(BIC: RABONL2U)

Colofon:

Number of copies: 8,150. 
Text: Sjef Kusters, Ton Hermes,
 Frans Roebroeks, Justine
 Camps and
 Frank Gubbels.
Photography: fotostudio Willy Opreij
 Margraten, ABMC, Shody
 Careman, Jef Wetsels,
 George Gubbels,
 Stichting AGABM. 
Lay-out: Jack Lemmens

This publication is partially facilitated
by Bouw Center Jan Opreij, Margraten 
(www.opreij.nl)
and is co-funded by
Rabobank Centraal Zuid-Limburg. 



Memorial Day: Sunday, May 28th, 2017 

Program
10 am: On Memorial Day, our Sunday morning Mass will be organized by the Stichting Culturele Muziek Manifestaties
 Margraten (Foundation for Cultural Musical Manifestations Margraten). The Main Celebrant will be mgr de Jong,
 2nd bishop Roermond. The ceremony will be supported by choir Chant-eur directed by Paul Mestrom with
 Augustine Boshouwers on piano.
3 pm: The Memorial Service will include speeches, and the laying of the wreaths.

Access
Both the morning and afternoon ceremonies are free and accessible. During the morning ceremony, there are sufficient seats for all 
of our visitors. During the afternoon ceremony, there are special reserved seats and separate places for those who have received an 
invitation. Other visitors will be seated in the non-reserved seats, and behind the fences that are around the ceremony area.

Route and parking
When coming to the Memorial Ceremony at Margraten, visitors who arrive from Maastricht (WEST) or Gulpen (EAST) can reach 
the cemetery using N278. Parking will be available at the cemetery, and you will be directed for parking by the Marechaussee 
(Dutch Military Police). Usually there is plenty of parking available, however, we do advise that visitors arrive early, because heavy 
traffic is expected. Handicap parking will also be provided.

Bringing flowers
Memorial Day is the day the United States commemorates their fallen soldiers everywhere in the world. Therefore, our Memorial 
Day Ceremony here at Margraten is the proper occasion to place flowers at an adopted grave or in front of a name on the Wall of the 
Missing. All adopters are invited and encouraged to turn the Margraten Cemetery into a sea of flowers! We would like to call on all 
adopters to take their responsibility seriously by placing flowers on their adopted graves. Thank you for making sure that all graves 
are honored with flowers on this special day! Prior to the
Sunday of Memorial Day, it is preferable for flowers to be 
placed on the graves either on Thursday or Friday, because 
Saturday is extremely busy.

Information
For any questions regarding the Memorial Day Ceremony, 
please contact: The ABMC Staff: American Cemetery
Address: American Cemetery 1, 6269 NA, Margraten,
The Netherlands
Telephone: 043 458 1208 (local) or +31 43 458 1208
(from the U.S.), Email: Netherlands@abmc.gov 

Adoption concert Saturday, May 27th
The annual adoption concert will take place on Saturday, May 27th in the community center, “Oos Heim” in Margraten. This 
special liberation concert will be performed by Harmonie Concordia from Margraten, with mezzo soprano Lien Haegeman, 

under the direction of conductor Jos Dobbelstein. The concert is meant for all 
American family members, their next of kin, adopters, and all who will come from 
such a great distance to attend the Memorial Day Services at Margraten. The doors 
will open at 7 pm, and the concert will begin at 7:30 pm. There is no entrance fee, 
however donations are always welcome.
Those wishing to attend the Memorial Day Concert are asked to inform the
Foundation before May 24th, 2017 at: info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl  
Also, if you are planning to visit Margraten during the Memorial Day Weekend, 
please remember to inform the American Cemetery AMBC staff at:
Netherlands@abmc.gov
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ABMC Starts Planning for the Visitor Center

Visitor Center: U.S. Cemetery Margraten
The ABMC, that manages all 
American cemeteries in the world, 
is committed to building a highly 
effective yet modest Visitor Center at 
the Netherlands American Cemetery.  
Statement made by Keith Stadler,
superintendent of the military
cemetery in Margraten.

As the realization of an interpretive 
Visitor Center is of high importance to 
all those who have committed
themselves by adopting a grave of one 
of our soldiers, I would like to offer a 
brief update as to where we are in the 
process, and what can be expected
providing there are no unforeseen delays 
or changes. With the generous support 
of the American tax payers, we have 
secured enough funding to begin the 
earliest stages for conceptualizing what 
this Visitor Center might be.
The conceptual planning, which
includes evaluating options for the 
building, capacity and use requirements, 
site selection, and the schematic design, 
is set to begin this year.  Planning and 
content development for the interpretive 
exhibits will be integrated with the
building design planning process to
ensure the building meets both the 
needs of the visitors and the cemetery 
staff.

Sacrifice
Emphasis will be placed on stories of 
sacrifice by Americans who rest at the 
only American military cemetery in the 
Netherlands and also on the unique bond 
between the peoples of both nations. 
The next step, which we hope to start in 
2018, will include turning these concep-
tual plans into detailed design
specifications for both the interpretive 
exhibits and the new building.  Funding 
for this level of design work has,
however, not yet been secured.  Once 
these specific designs are completed 
we will have the information needed to 
request the necessary funding for the 
final phase of this project, which will be 
the physical construction of the Visitor 
Center. Just as important as it is for the
Netherlands American Cemetery to 

have a new Visitor Center to help to 
tell the stories of those we honor, it is 
equally important that that we work 
through each step in the process with 
deliberate caution and professionalism 
culminating in a quality facility worthy 
of its purpose.

Dedication
Since arriving in the Netherlands, some 
six years ago, I continue to be amazed 
by the level of respect and dedication 
that the Dutch people still have for their 
fallen liberators who are commemorated 
here at the Netherlands American
Cemetery in Margraten.  First
generation family members of these 
soldiers, and the Veterans who fought 
alongside of them, are passing away 
at an alarming rate.  Concurrently, the 
ABMC and schools around the world are 
looking for new ways of reaching out to 
educate people about the sacrifices that 
were made on their behalf. Dutch
commemoration through the grave 
adoption program, as well as general 
cemetery visitation, has been growing.  
There has been an increasing desire to 
learn more about these men and women, 
and of the circumstances that caused 
them to rest forever here in the
Netherlands.  To this end, while we have 
been working every day to make impro-
vements to the cemetery grounds while 
maintaining the high standards that 
have been the hallmark of all ABMC 
commemorative sites, we have also been 
in discussions with Mayor Akkermans, 
ABMC Deputy Secretary John Wessels, 
and the ABMC Board of Commissioners 
about the need for constructing a more 
educational and interpretive Visitor 
Center. 

Respectfully,

Keith Stadler
Superintendent, Netherlands American 
Cemetery

Visit the
Cemetery with 
an Audio Guide
29 Audio guides are available at the 
Margraten Cemetery Visitor Center, 
along with a spoken tour. Unfortunately, 
the audio guides are only in Dutch, and 
meant for educational purposes. They 
can be borrowed for free and your visit 
will receive an extra dimension. The 
spoken tour focuses on the life story 
of David Conway, a young American 
buried in Plot B, row 2, grave 31. By 
listening to the story of David Conway, 
you will be confronted as a visitor with 
issues on war and peace, igniting an 
awareness process. The story “I Knew 
You Would Come” starts at his grave. 
A story-teller will lead you to the most 
important places. The cemetery staff 
trusts that users will handle the audio 
guides with care, and that they will be 
brought back when the tour has ended. 
Many other people will look forward to 
using the audio guides after you.

Keith Stadler bij het graf van Joseph 
Shomon, de stichter van de begraafplaats 
in Margraten, op Arlington National 
Cemetery in Washington DC.
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Adopters Day in Leusden; Focus on 
the “Russian Boys” from Margraten
On September 30th an adoptersday will 
be organised at the Russian Field of 
Honor in Leusden (Netherlands). 865 
WWII Russian victims are buried there 
of which 691 were previously buried 
in Margraten. While fighting for the 
“Russian Army” they were captured by 
the Germans and as POW’s transferred 
to camps like Stalag VI-A in Hemer and 
Stalag VI-K in Stukenbrock. Many of 
them were forced to work in the “Ruhr 
gebiet” near the Dutch border. They had 
to work under devastating
circumstances.
Most of the 691 Russian soldiers that 
were buried in Margraten collapsed 
during the last days of the war or in the 
first days and weeks after they were 
liberated. The American army brought these men to hospitals in Lüdenscheid, Hamm, 
Dortmund and Bad Lippspringe. After they died – often because of tuberculose – 
their remains were transferred to the closest cemetery outside of Germany in this case 
to Margraten.
The American authorities decided after the war that Margraten would become a
permanent field of honor for solely American soldiers. In 1948 the Russian soldiers 
were transferred in to Amersfoort, a cemetery where 101 Russians were buried 
already. These Russians died  in and near Camp Amersfoort. During the adoptersday 
in 2017, organised by the Foundation Russian Field of Honor, the focus will be on the 
‘Margraten’ Russians. Our Foundation will contribute at its program. 

Anatoli Koedrin visited the grave of his 
father, Ivan, for the first time in 2009. The 
Koedrin family always thougt that Ivan 
had been buried anonymously until the 
Foundation “Field of Honor Leusden” 
found the Koedrin family and informed 
them. Ivan was made prisoner of war near 
Stalingrad and was forced to work in
Germany. He died on May 10th 1945. 
Photo Shody Careman.

Stones on a Star of David; greeting the soul
Those who have watched Steven Spielberg’s impressive movie, “Schindler’s List,” will remember the emotional scene where a large group of 
saved Jews and their next of kin put stones on the headstone of Schindler’s grave.
Between thousands of crosses at the cemetery in Margraten there are 179 Stars of David, marking the final resting place of Jewish American 
soldiers. Visitors often leave stones on these headstones. Where does this ritual come from, and what does it mean?
The headstone of a grave is a very important place for the Jews, because it marks the place 
where the deceased is buried, and where according to their religion a part of his soul is still 
present. It is a place where the living and the dead can get in touch with one another. By 
placing a stone, the visitor shows his presence at the gravesite. He shows that he honors the 
deceased, and that he will not forget that person.
The tradition of stone-laying probably originated from the time that the Jewish people were 
nomads in the desert. People were buried on the location that they died. To mark the grave 
in the desert, and to prevent that the deceased was dug up by animals, they used to put sto-
nes on the burial site. Nomads often added other stones out of respect for the deceased. This 
tradition has evolved as a more symbolic act of stone laying. Stones do not decay like the 
flowers used in the Christian tradition. Stones have an eternal value. According to Jewish 
religion, Jewish graves may not be cleared.
The imperishableness of stones are symbols of eternal love, faith and respect… a memory of 
and bond with the deceased. This tradition continues in Margraten.

Stones on one of the Jewish graves in 
Margraten.
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The Importance of Adoption in Today’s World

Liberators fought for universal values 

Liberators were not indifferent or aloof. 
Soldiers of the 30th Infantry Division on 
patrol in Moerslag near St Geertruid, 
September 13 1944. (Photo Sjef Wetsels)  

All adopters have their own reasons for 
adopting an American WWII soldier 
remembered at the American Cemetery in 
Margraten. What does adoption mean in 
the world of today, and what is its
importance in modern society seventy-two 
years after the war ended? 

“Freedom, Equality, Fraternity” was the 
battle cry during the French Revolution in 
1789. Freedom as a right, equality as a fact, 
and fraternity as a duty; these values are now 
pushed back and have less priority due to the 
challenges and problems of modern society. 
The threat of terror, floods of migration, and 
economic problems put pressure on these 
universal values. 
During WWII, Western Europe was
occupied by the Nazi-regime.
Homosexuals, Jews, gypsies, and the
disabled were suppressed, chased, and
murdered. The Nazi-regime was beaten by 
allied forces, and the foundation was
established for our current society. Common 
universal values were laid down in
agreements, and the NATO structure was 
built.

Threats
Our society has many threats…terror,
migration, economic crisis…that strike at the 
roots of values, such as freedom, equality, 
and fraternity. Modern society is a more 
diverse dynamic. A solid society needs 
cohesion; diversity is a limiting factor in this 
respect. Nowadays, there is a bitter lack of 
cohesion in our society. Cohesion must grow 

from within the society, and cannot be
ordered by a government. Fear of the
unknown, and uncertainty are devastating 
for the trust of people in a society.
Diversity is a fact. We better get used to it, 
and learn how to deal with it. Just think of 
the important lessons from WWII where 
diversity was denied and millions of people 
were deported and killed because they did 
not fit into Nazi society. It was seventy-two 
years ago that WWII ended, and the risk of 
repetition is growing. This risk may be in 
disguise, and we may not be able or willing 
to see that history is repeating itself.

Value
Adoption means caring for an American 
soldier that participated in the liberation of 
Europe. That soldier fought for our universal 
values of freedom, equality and fraternity. 
Adopting an American soldier might lead to 
more tolerance, to a willingness to fight for 
the common values in our society, and a
willingness to defend ourselves against old 
and new threats with respect for those who 
are or think differently. The Dutch member 
of the European Parliament,
Frans Timmermans, wrote a book
Fraternity, Plea for Unity. He cites the
philosopher Theodor Adorno: “How to 
prevent that we alienate from our universal 
values? By not forgetting, by realizing the 
value of remembering. Without the
remembrance of WWII, and also of the 
events that lead to this war, we do not fully 
realize where a sneaky process of intolerance 
can lead…an incontestable campaign of lies, 

a slow process of dehumanization of deviant 
people.”

Challenge
It is not only the rhetoric of the extreme right 
and or left that causes a collapse of society, 
but the indifference of people. That is the 
biggest challenge we have to cope with…
the indifference of people. Awakening is 
necessary, and adoption is a perfect medium 
in personal perspective.
Our American liberators were not
indifferent or aloof. They enlisted to fight 
the Nazi-regime.  By adopting a grave or a 
name of an American soldier, we show our 
respect for his or her willingness to act, 
for the fact that he or she did not look the 
other way and was Not indifferent.

This underscores the importance of adoption 
in the world of today. This is the message 
every adopter should propagate…do not be 
indifferent.
This message is worthy to be spread, it is
important for it to reach more and more 
people, and for it to inspire and motivate 
them in their daily life. The sacrifice made 
by our liberators gains value over the years. 
They deserve that… they gave their life for 
us!

Ton Hermes,
Chairman
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Letter to an Unknown Soldier

“It is our duty to remember what you have done”
In the previous newsletter, we asked 
people that had adopted more than one 
American soldier to please consider
handing over one of their adopted 
soldiers. This would enable more people 
on the waiting list to be involved as 
adopters. You have reacted generously, 
for which we are very grateful.
However, we regret that a number of the 
graves of unknown soldiers were also 
handed over.
The unknown soldier is especially worth 
commemorating. Nobody knows who he 
was, his name or his background. This 
soldier also made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our freedom. The ‘Grave of the 
Unknown Soldier’ at the
Champs-Elysees, in Paris, is for
instance, a national symbol where every 
year all victims are commemorated.

Adopting an American liberator is more 
than just searching for his history or ha-
ving contact with his American family 
members. Adoption is meant to be a 
salute to honor the victims of WWII…
known or unknown.
Justine Camps, who is 18 years old and 
from Wijlre, wrote a letter addressed 

to her adopted, and unknown soldier. 
Justine is studying Arts and Culture 
at Maastricht University. She adopted 
a grave at the American cemetery in 
Henri Chapelle (Belgium). 
 

Dear soldier,

One month ago I stood in front of a 
white, marble cross, in the midst of many 
others in a large lawn in Margraten. 
All crosses were in straight lines, with 
here and there a Star of David. Some 
graves were decorated with a flag or a 
rose. At the end of the lane, a high tower 
arose. There is a silent pond flanked by 
two large walls, with the names of 1,722 
missing soldiers inscribed. Some of the 
names had a rosette, the symbol that 
the missing soldier had been identified 
later. In the harmonious symmetry of the 
rows of crosses, I discovered something 
odd. The white marble cross in front 
of me had no name. The name of the 
soldier was known only to God. He was 
buried there amongst his comrades, far 
from home. Your name will always be 
a puzzle. All the other crosses have a 
name. With a name you have a history. 
We can see the face of the soldier, we 
can imagine what he experienced during 
the war, and what role he played in the 
liberation of Europe during WWII. Your 
grave causes a lot of unanswered
questions. Who were you and where 
did you come from? How old were you? 
What was your rank? How and where 
did you die? Who did you leave behind 
when you came to Europe, and do they 
know what happened to you? All of these 
questions will stay unanswered forever.

I am 18 years old and live in a free 
country. I can study and build the dream 
of my future. Freedom is normal in our 
country. In many countries this is not 
the case, people are being punished 
because they think differently, girls 
cannot go to school and do not have the 
chance to get educated. What I know is 
that you gave your life for the freedom 
of our country. You enlisted, received 
a tough military training, arrived in 

Holland, and did what you were asked 
to do. You did not know anyone here. In 
spite of that, you gave your life along 
with many others. Now you are buried 
here in Margraten. Now I realize that 
you do have a story, a story about peace, 
remembering and gratefulness. You are 
part of a major story, a story about the 
liberation of an occupied Europe. Now 
it is our duty to commemorate what you 
and your comrades did for our country. 
What happened during WWII was
horrible and we must stay conscious that 
this may never happen again. Let us do 
the utmost to keep peace and liberty for 
all future generations.

Dear unknown soldier,
thank you for bringing back
our freedom,
this letter is for you.

Justine Camps

A grave of an unknown soldier in Margra-
ten, a comrade in arms known but to God.
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Frank W. Towers:
The Old Hickory’s face 

The ‘Old Hickories,’ American soldiers 
of the 30th Infantry Division, played 
a major role in the liberation of the 
Southern part of Limburg in September 
1944. After the war, many of these ‘Old 
Hickory’ veterans returned to Limburg 
to visit the places where they were du-
ring the war, where they fought, where 
their comrades were killed or injured, 
and where they were quartered with 
civilian families. The Margraten Ceme-
tery was always a fixed and emotional 
part of their trip.
The ‘Old Hickories’ mostly travelled 
in groups. You could easily recognize 
them by their blue jackets, and because 
they were lead by retired officer, Frank 
W. Towers, as the chief of the trip. 
He organized these trips for veterans. 
Several years ago he stopped, because 
too many veterans had passed away over 
the years.  Last year, on the 4th of July, 

Books and DVD’s: 

Books and DVD’s on the history of the 
Cemetery at Margraten, and on our
Foundation’s Adoption Program can be 
purchased from our webshop, which is
in both English and Dutch:
http://www.adoptiegraven-margraten.nl/
webshop 

Frank Towers here in 2009 at the Ameri-
can Cemetery in Henri Chapelle Belgium.
(Photo George Gubbels)

2016, Frank Towers also died. 
Frank W. Towers was born on June 
13, 1917 in Boston Massachusetts. He 
enlisted in Camp Blanding Florida, and 
got his military training to become an 
infantry officer. Prior to the Normandy 
invasion, he was transferred to the Old 
Hickory-Division. Frank was a “liaison 
officer” for the 120th Regiment of the 
30th Division with other army units. 
Four days after D-Day, with the landing 
in Normandy, the 30th Infantry Division 
advanced through France, Belgium and 
the Southern part of Limburg all the 
way to the Siegfried line and Aachen. 
The 30th division also participated in 
the Battle of the Bulge in December 
1944.
Later on in the war, the ‘Old Hickories’ 
were able to save 2,500 Jewish prisoners 
who were left behind in a train by the 
Germans. Frank met a number of these 

Flowers Lead the Way to a Grave
On a dark Thursday in October 2008, 
a bunch of pink flowers led the way 
for a student, Jennifer Thompson, to 
the grave of her great-uncle, Corporal 
Roy Reed Moore, from Oklahoma. 
She had been searching for hours at 
the American Cemetery in
Margraten.
 
Jennifer studied in 2008 in Madrid. 
Together with some friends, she flew to 
Amsterdam for a weekend to visit the 
grave of her great-uncle. They took the 

train from Amsterdam to Margraten. 
Late in the afternoon they were dropped 
off “in the middle of nowhere” and
started looking for his grave amidst 
8,301 other headstones. 
They started to search in the back of the 
cemetery, on the spot Roy Reed Moore 
was buried in 1945 before the
reconstruction of the cemetery. They 
had that location on a map. While 
searching, they discovered by accident 
the grave of the great-uncle of her friend 
Helena, Bernard McDonnell, who died 
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Jewish people after the war, and invited 
them to be their guests at the reunions of 
the 30th Division.
After the war Frank was president of 
the veteran’s organization of the 30th In-
fantry Division.  He was a central point 
of contact for anyone researching the 
history of the division and or soldiers 
who had served in the 30th division. 
At the bottom of his emails and letters 
always stood this closing: “Yours in 
Old Hickory Friendship”. Frank was a 
well-known and popular man in Europe. 
He crossed the ocean many times to be 
present at memorials in Europe.
Last year Frank’s health deteriorated, 
and he passed away on the 4th of July, 
2016, at 99 years old. We will always 
remember him and never forget what 
Frank did for our freedom. 
Dear Frank, Rest in peace and thank you 
very much for fighting for our freedom. 
“Yours in Old Hickory Friendship.” 

Frank Gubbels
 



Jennifer during her first visit in 2008 at 
her uncle Roy’s grave which she found 
through a bunch of pink flowers.

In 2016 Jennifers’ mother Cheryl Butler 
visiter her uncle Roy’s grave. On the photo 
from left to right Ed Butler, Rina Hodia-
mont, Cheryl, Jef Hodiamont and Annie 
Hodiamont.

Certificate of Commemoration for American Next of Kin

In the 2016 newsletter, we asked adopters with connections to the next of kin in America to 
share their connections with us. We have issued a Certificate of Commemoration, especially 
for family members of deceased soldiers buried in Margraten, to assist in visualizing the 
relationship with the adopter to their beloved one. Together you both honor an American
liberator. Last year a lot of ‘Certificates of Commemoration’ were sent to American family 
members. By commemorating together the sacrifice of a soldier, the adoption has more depth, 
and the relationship between the adopters and next of kin is also deepened. If you wish to get 
in touch with the adopter of your beloved one, and if you would like to receive a ‘Certificate 
of Commemoration,’ please send a mail with your personal details, and the name of the 
soldier buried in Margraten to us at: request@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl.

in April 1945; he was just 21 years old. 
They searched for hours and hours, and 
still did not find Roy Moore’s grave. It 
was getting dark. A bit disappointed, but 
also happy about finding the grave of 
Bernard McDonnell, they moved back 
to the entrance of the cemetery. While 
walking towards the entrance, Jennifer 
saw, in one of the front rows of plot A, a 
bunch of pink flowers. She was
surprised to see these flowers.
Flowers for a deceased? Placed there by 
whom? She walked over to the cross and 
read the name of her great-uncle Roy. 
Jennifer was deeply moved, because 
apparently someone was taking care for 
her great-uncle’s grave. 
The adopter appeared to be
Elly Muijlkens-Creusen, who had 
adopted the grave since 1991, and was 
responsible for the flowers at his grave. 
“Miraculous”, was Jennifer’s reaction. 
She took some swell pictures, then she 
and her friends returned to Schiphol, 
and then went on to Madrid. 

Sweet care
Eight years later, in September 2016, 
Jennifer came back with her mom, 
Cheryl Butler Moore, and her sister 
Lauren. It was not difficult to find the 
grave this time in plot A, row 11, grave 
21. Jennifer walked to the grave ac-
companied by a board members of the 
Foundation for Adopting Graves,  one 
of the cemetery staff members and the 
adopter, Rina Hodiamont, who took 
over the grave of Roy Reed Moore in 
2012 from her parents. Cheryl Butler 
Moore is the daughter of Roy’s younger 
brother, Marvin.  Roy was killed in 
April 1945, in the vicinity of Leipzig, 
Germany.
Cheryl Butler Moore writes in a letter to 
our Foundation: 

Some of life’s best moments and
memorable pleasures are derived from 
time shared with fellow humans
gathered together. So, here I sit at 
my computer in Houston, Texas, 
reflecting on my visit last fall with my 
husband to the American Cemetery 
in Margraten. It’s difficult to put into 
words the culmination of a life lived 
within the Moore family and with my 
father, Marvin R. Moore, and say what 
visiting Roy Reed Moore’s grave really 
means to me.  Taking this moment to 
stop and think, my clearest memories 
are my dad’s enthusiasm for his older 
brother. Roy has always been a part of 
my life and my sibling’s lives because 
of my dad. Memories, family photos . 
. . my parents and my sister, my aunts 
. . . all have visited Roy’s grave in The 
Netherlands over the years. Roy’s death 
in World War II was a detour our family 
took from the time he shipped out from 
Oklahoma to go to Europe. There are 
so many family memories into which 
Roy’s departure is grafted. . . I’m struck 
by the fact that I’ve somehow managed 
to inherit another lineage of my family! 
And tears pop out of my eyes, that I 
share all of this with a Dutch family that 
I never knew until I visited Margraten. 
I didn’t know before what it meant to be 
adopted and now I have this little touch 
with adoption, and understand that I too 
have been adopted. I’m both humbled 
and grateful that all of us together took 
that detour in our lives and have all of 
these common collection of memories. 
I’m so glad I got to meet and visit with 
my adopters. My sincere thank you to 
the adoption program and that, because 
of it, my family has this very special 
bond. I appreciate the time taken by the 
Dutch community to stoke the fire, so 

to speak, and keep the flame alive for 
me, and for future generations. And I’m 
very sure my father, and his mother and 
father, thanks you as well. What you 
do as adopters is something prized and 
appreciated. 

The adopters have corresponded with 
the Moore’s since 2008. In that year 
Roy’s younger sister Irene visited the 
Margraten cemetery. Rina said, “It was 
an emotional moment when we got 
a picture of Roy Moore after almost 
twenty years. Roy was a real person for 
us with a face.” She also learned about 
the impact of Roy’s death on his family. 
“Roy’s mom always baked apple pies, 
which she sent him during the four years 
in the army. After his death she never 
baked apple pies again.” Roy’s niece, 
Cheryl Butler-Moore, along with her 
daughters, have taken over the contact 
and correspondence with the adopter, 
Rina Hodiamont, from her Aunt Irene.
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