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The dispatch of the many thousands of
newsletter is quite a job. This picture shows
the volunteers busy with last year’s newsletter: Front row: Margriet Spronck-Slots (l),
Maria Duizings-Croonen and Annie PurnotRoebroeks. Back row: Jacques Aussems (l)
and Wim Kamerman.
Our postal address is:
Stichting Adoptie Graven
Amerikaanse Begraafplaats Margraten
PO Box 22, 6269 ZG Margraten, The Netherlands
E-mail: info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl
website: www.adoptiegraven-margraten.nl
facebook: http://www.facebook.com/
margraten.adoptie
bank account number 15 88 20 045
IBAN NL89RABO0158820045
BIC: RABONL2U
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A thanks to our benefactors
The foundation regularly receives
donations from adopters. A heartfelt
thanks for that. Also for the year 2013
our foundation has been marked by the
Tax Collector’s Office as ‘Institution
for General Benefit’, which means that,
under certain conditions, donations can
be tax deductable.

Flowers at the Walls of the
Missing
In earlier newsletters we have reported
that those who have adopted names of
liberators on the Walls of the Missing
cannot use the pitch-vases. It turned out
however that you can place the pitchvases on the lawn at the foot of the wall.
Last Memorial Day these vases together
formed a pretty picture in front of the
wall. Many adopters attached a card
with the name of the missing liberator.

Pitch-vases
Each year several pitch-vases get
broken. That is a considerable expense.
You could help us by bringing your own
pitch-vase and leaving it behind at the
cemetery. By the time the flowers that
were placed in it have withered, the
pitch-vase will then be removed from
the grave and added to the existing stock
at the cemetery.

Change of address and other
mutations
You are kindly requested to report
any changes, e.g. address, that may be
important for the adoption register to the
foundation in time. In case you are not
capable anymore of visiting the adopted
grave/name we ask you to inform us by
e-mail (info@adoptiegraven-margraten.
nl) or by phone (043-4071385).
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Opening hours cemetery
The cemetery is open 7 days a week
from 9 am - 5 pm. On Christmas Day
and New Year’s Day the cemetery is
closed. On May 4th (Commemoration
of the Dead) the cemetery remains open
during the evening hours.

Exchanging graves
Our foundation keeps on receiving
requests from adopters to exchange
adopted graves. As we have stated in
earlier newsletters we will never respond
to this. We even consider it
inappropriate.

Privacy
Our foundation puts great value on the
privacy of the adopters. That means that
we do not reveal names and addresses of adopters to third parties. If we
receive requests from next of kin of a
deceased soldier we will send the the
adopter a letter asking him/her if we can
reveal their address. At the same time
we forward the e-mail address of the
surviving relatives, so that the adopter
can get in touch with the Americans. We
are always interested in finding out if
contact has been established.

Jaargang 7 - april 2013

With this letter the foundation wishes to inform the adopters
about the activities and developments within the organization.

Commemorative pin
To mark the 10th anniversary of our foundation, we have decided –with financial
support from the Limburg Province- to present all adopters with a commemorative
pin. Why a pin? In the course of many years we received several requests to create
an insignia to visually mark the alliance between the adoption foundation and the
American Cemetery. The financial side however turned out to be the stumbling block,
so the idea was laid to rest for a while. But thanks to the Province’s support the time is
now right.
The badge was
designed by
graphic designer
Jack Lemmens
from Margraten.
He is a household
name within the
foundation, as he
has taken care of
the lay-out of our
Newsletter for
several years now.
On Marcht 21st Governor Bovens and deputy Lebens received the
very first pins from the hands of our chairwoman Fien Opreij and
Jack made several
secretary Jacques Aussems. Photography: Willy Opreij
designs from which
the foundation’s
board has chosen one. In the design Jack was inspired by the statue of the “lady in
mourning” at the American Cemetery in Margraten. This statue sets Margraten apart
from other American Military Cemeteries elsewhere in the world.
To safeguard its’ exclusivity the board has determined a number of criteria for the
distribution of the pin. We have e.g. determined that per adopted grave or name on the
Walls of the Missing only one single pin is handed out. So adopters of more than one
grave or name still only receive one insignia. At clubs, organizations and institutions
the contact in charge will also receive one pin. The number of pins that is spread,
remains -intentionally- modest. But all
in all we are extremely proud to offer all
adopters their well-earned insignia!

Foto: Willy Opreij
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Themeconcert War & Peace
The Saint Blasius Orchestra and Marching Band from the Cadier en Keer town regularly hold theme concerts. This year’s concert is in the
theme of War & Peace as Cadier en Keer has a strong connection with the Margraten cemetery and its past. Part of the cemetery lies on
land that was part of the former Cadier en Keer municipality. The recital of this special concert
-led by conductor Ben Essers- is held on Saturday night, November 23rd next at the cultural center “’t Keerhoes” in Cadier en Keer. With
sufficient interest there will be a second performance on Sunday afternoon, November 24th. This article acts as a prior information notice
and an invitation to block this date. Supported by images supplied by our foundation, there will be a varied program that looks at the themes war and peace from different angles. This is what you can expect:
•
•
•
•

‘Bellum et Pax’ a moving composition by Stijn Roels. War violence alternated with grief for the fallen and cheerfulness
for the liberation and the arrival of peace.
‘Mansions of the Lord’ the world famous hymn as a tribute to fallen American soldiers as they ‘return’ to their home soil.
‘Hymn to the Fallen’, music by John Williams for the end-titles of the motion picture ‘Saving Private Ryan’ is an impressive
tribute to those who gave their lives for the benefit of their fellow men.
‘War of the Worlds’ that gives a musical insight into the spectrum of emotions during wartime and when peace returns .

The history of the ‘Last Post’ is explained and -as you might expect- ‘Do you remember’ and ‘We’ll meet again’ cannot be missed.
In case you want more information or if you are intereste and want to book a ticket (€ 7.50 each) then you can call 043-4072700 or send an
e-mail to themaconcert2013@fanfare-stblasius.nl.
You can also find additional information at the website www.fanfare-stblasius.nl.

Mutation in the
board
The foundation is well aware of its responsibility to safeguard the possibility of
name- and grave-adoption in the future.
So the board of the foundation not only
needs continuity but also occasional rejuvenation. With regard to that the board
has appointed Nicole Sproncken as a
board member. Nicole grew up with the
stories of WW2, of American soldiers
that were quartered at her grandparents’

home and of the exchange of letters between these soldiers and her godmother.
Thus developing an early fascination for
the war and the servicemen that were
killed. As a keen adopter she runs a
Margraten facebook community where
adopters of graves and of names of the
missing can exchange their stories.
(https://www.facebook.com/
groups/249611701730001).
In her new job Nicole will (among other
things) take care of the facebook page of
our foundation. We wish Nicole lots of
success with her activities.

Nicole Sproncken with her daughter Ilse
at the grave of private Gilbert M.Bush
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Initiated by Nicole Souren-van Wissen, nursing home ‘Dr. Ackenshuis’ in
Gulpen has adopted the grave of 1st Sgt
Aubrey A. Brumley. On September 5th,
2012 Brumley’s daughter Ginger and her
husband Don paid a visit to his grave
accompanied by residents and staff
members of the Dr. Ackenshuis.
Photo: Kneeling behind her father’s grave is Mrs. Ginger Brumley-Pottenger.
Front row from left: Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs.
Alleleijn, Mrs. Bendermacher, Mrs.
Brouwers, Mr. Peters, Nicole Sourenvan Wissen en Mrs. Felder.
Back row: Mrs. Ada Stalmeijer, Math
Huyts, Wim van den Broek, John Franssen (manager), Don Pottenger and Rinus
Stalmeijer.

One year The Margraten Boys
It is now one year since this book about the history of the adoption of fallen American soldiers was published. The Margraten Boys
book has drawn attention in different parts of the world. In this contribution author Peter Schrijvers looks back at an emotional
period in time.
The presentation of both versions of the book at the Province Hall in Maastricht on March 27th 2012 was impressive. The media
from Limburg were well represented, with extensive coverage on the book by newspaper De Limburger and by TVLimburg and
Limburg1. The Dutch national media seemed less prepared to tune in to this unique story in Margraten, but nevertheless there were
contributions in e.g. De Vlaardinger, De Leeuwarder Courant and on RKK Radio. The media in Belgian Limburg appeared to have
a keen interest in the book. And in the Flamish part of Belgium anyway was a sudden surge of interest for Margraten with some
extensive interviews for Radio 1and Radio Klara, lengthy articles in Humo and Knack magazines and a fascinating debate with Professer Bruno De Wever at the Mind the Book event in Gent.
Adopters and next of kin of the boys at Margraten saw to it that the US media caught sight of the book. It was reviewed in several
local newspapers from New Mexico to New York. Journalist Bill Lohman of the Richmond Times Dispatch, a newspaper from Virginia with 200,000 reades, wrote a moving article about the book and about 5 cousins from that area that were killed during the 2nd
World War. They all came from a rural and tight-knit community and three of them now rest in close company at Margraten.
Members of the Netherland America Foundation and the director of the Institute on World War 2 all had a warm welcome for the
book. But there was also feedback from unexpected directions. An Australian magazine praised the book and the admirable Margraten tradition.
Apart from libraries in the US, other libraries in for instance Canada and New Zealand also decided to add this title to their collection. Even more remarkable was an article in the Jülcher Zeitung newspaper in Germany about a local Evangelic Society that
adopted the grave of a Jewish American soldier and are now using the book as part of an educational .
And then there were numerous individual reactions. Of an American college teacher who learned about the black soldier Willy
James through The Margraten Boys. Of an elderly woman who insisted on personally expressing her gratitude (over the phone from
Oregon) to the Dutch for looking after her brother in law. Of a woman from Kerkrade who informed me that the last living brother
of ‘their’ boy had handed out copies of the book to relatives from the younger generations during a family reunion, so that the
legacy of the soldier and his adoption would not be lost.
It is my personal hope, that in future each adopter can utilize the book to spread the awareness of the greater Margraten story, of
which they, together with the adoption foundation, form an important part to all of The Netherlands and far beyond the national
borders

Ginger Brumley-Pottenger (right) presents Kathy Hamel (left) manager
of The City of Gendale Public Library in Arizona with a copy of The Margraten Boys.

The book The Margraten Boys ought to have a prominent place on all adopter’s bookshelves. If you do not yet possess a copy of
this emotional document then you can still order one from us: via e-mail info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl, or by telephone 0434582177 (Bert Kleijnen). The book costs € 21.50, the English version is available at € 22.50. THESE PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE
SHIPMENT!!
There is a limited number of copies still available. It is as yet uncertain if there will be a second edition.
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Dates of death of
the missing
From time to time our foundation is asked about the date of death of somebody
who was missing in action and whose
name is on one of the Walls of the Missing. This is an e-mail from one of our
adopters:
“We have since been allotted a name on
the Wall of the Missing. After which we
have done some research of our own.
And on that basis we assume that the
date of death on the certificate might be
incorrect. This should –according to usbe somewhere around November 11th
1944 instead of 1945. As this could be a
typing error on the certificate, as well
as an omission in the administration, we
report this to you.”
We forwarded this question to Frenk
Lahaye, assistant of the superintendent.
We received the following answer:
During the war the servicemen/women
at Gravesregistration recorded the date
on which a soldier was reported missing
from his military outfit. He then had the
official status MIA (Missing in Action).
All these data were gathered and kept
centrally in the US. When a missing
soldier was not found within one year
plus one day, his status would change
that very day to KIA (Killed in Action).
He was then officially pronounced dead.
That status was –amongst other thingsnecessary for payment to the surviving
relatives of the 10,000 Dollars life
insurance. But that ‘decleration of death’
was even more important for the (often
young) widows. Because their husbands
were (by law) declared deceased, they
could move on again with their lives,
have new relationships and in the end
get married again.

the person involved was reported missing on or around November 10th 1945
and automatically received the status
‘killed’ after exactly one year and one
day, so on November 11th 1945.

Our
Facebookpage

Since the start of 2012 the foundation
has its own Facebookpage that can be
found at
http://www.facebook.com/margraten.
adoptie. The page was started with the
aim of updating the adoption community
all year round on matters concerning our
foundation and the Margraten cemetery.
This is often current news, but we regularly publish historical photos, maps,
newspaper clippings and film footage as
well. It is testimony of our foundations
seventy years’ heritage and that we are
dutiable to our predecessors.
We are satisfied to see that our facebookpage is visited regularly and that
people appreciate its contents. So in case
you come across matters that could be
of interest to the adoption community
as a whole, do not hesitate to share this
medium. And for those who have never
visited our facebookpage yet: come take
a look and (also) read the earlier contributions. And if you are happy with what
you see, please give us your thumbs up
and ‘like us’!

On the Walls of the Missing there are
no dates recorded of either ‘missing’
or ‘killed’. For that we must go to the
ABMC-database (http://www.abmc.gov/
search/wwii.php) . Another thing is that
the two different kinds of data (MIA
and KIA) are all thrown together in the
AMBC-database. The answer to the
above e-mail of the adopter therefor is,
that this is not a question of a mistake:

News from the
cemetery
One of the most frequently asked questions from visitors is: how many soldiers
are buried here? An obvious question
undoubtedly. The graveyard with thousands of white headstones makes a deep
impression on each and every visitor, big
and small, young and old. So says Frenk
Lahaye, assistant to the Superintendent
of the American cemetery in Margraten.
What many people do not realize is that
in Margraten many more soldiers are
remembered. It is not only the 8,301
soldiers that are buried there, but also
the names of 1,722 missing American
soldiers. The names of these soldiers
are etched in the Wall of the Missing on
both sides of the Place of Honor. They
have their resting place in some unknown grave. A total of 10,023 soldiers
are thus commemorated on the cemetery. Soldiers who gave their lives for
their homeland and for our freedom.
Another frequently asked question:
What do the rosettes symbolize that
mark some of the names on the Walls of
the Missing? A bronze rosette highlights
a soldier whose body has later been recovered and is now buried on one of the
European or American cemeteries.
Till this day, bodies of fallen soldiers are
regularly recovered. In principle their
names no longer belong on the Walls of
the Missing, after their bodies have been
positively identified, as by then they
are no longer missing. That’s why the
ABMC (American Battle Monuments
Commission) somewhere in the nineties
has decided to mark these names with a
bronze rosette.
Identification of the mortal remains is
carried out at the Central Identification
Laboratory Hawaii of the American Armed Forces. As soon as the identity of a
recovered body has been established, the
search for relatives starts. They still have
the same rights as the next of kin right
after the war. They can choose what
should be done with the mortal remains:
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having them bring back to a cemetery of
choice in the US or bury them on one of
the cemeteries of the ABMC.
It so happened that on September 16th,
1994. LT Willis A Utecht was buried in
Margraten because that was his older
brother’s heartfelt wish. Utecht lies
buried on Field N, row 23, grave 1 and a
rosette marks his name on the Walls of
the Missing
At the moment there are 72 names on
the walls highlighted with a bronze

rosette. The last rosette was pinned in
front of the name of PFC Gerald W.
Knight. His body was found near Groesbeek on September 12th, 2011. On May
19th, 2012 he was re-united with his father, his mother and one of his brothers
in the family tomb in White Salmon,
Washington. The circle was completed
by his family on November 9th, 2012.
During a private ceremony they pinned
the rosette in front of PFC Gerald W.
Knight’s name.

The placing of the rosette in front of the name of Gerald W. Kight

Memorial Day, Sunday May
26th, 2013
Program:
- 10 am:
		
		
		
		
		
- 3 pm:

Eucharist ceremony organized by the Stichting Culturele Muziek
Manifestaties Margraten (Foundation for Cultural Musical
Manifestations Margraten). Main Celebrant is the Deputy Bishop
Monseigneur Everard de Jong, The music will be performed by the
Cumulus Chamber Choir ‘Femmes Vocales’ and tenor
Hubert Delamboye.
Memorial service with speeches and the placing of wreaths

Access:
Both the ceremonies in the morning and the afternoon are freely accessible. From
experience we know that in the morning there will be sufficient seats for all present.
At the afternoon ceremony there are reserved seats and separate places for those
invited. All other visitors can be seated on the grandstands and round the barriers on
the cemetery.
Route:
Visitors to the memorial ceremony who arrive from either direction Maastricht or
from Gulpen would normally be able to reach the cemetery without having to be redirected by the police or by marshals.
Bringing flowers:
Memorial Day is the occasion for placing flowers at an adopted grave or at a name on
the Walls of the Missing. As this is the day on which the United States commemorate
their fallen soldiers everywhere in the world. So we do hope that the adopters will
do the best they can and turn the cemetery into a sea of flowers. If you live near the
cemetery, and the weather permits it, we suggest that you bring your flowers already
on Thursday or Friday, because on Saturday it will be very busy there.
Information:
If you have further questions concerning Memorial Day, like parking space, access
for the disabled etcetera, you can turn to the organizers of this event. The address is:
American Cemetery 1, 6269 NA Margraten, telephone 043-4581208, e-mail: netherlands@abmc.gov
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Cemetery open on the
4th of May (Commemoration
of the Dead)
On May 4th (the Dutch National Commemoration of the Dead) the cemetery
remains open during the evening hours.
At 8 pm there is a memorial service
which is specifically suited for children.
At the end of the official part the children will be invited to carry the Dutch
and American flag from the flagpole to
the chapel and fold them according to
the traditional guidelines. This is done
under supervision of the Superintendent
of the American Cemetery and his staff.

Liberation Concert Margraten 2013
On Sunday September 9th, 2013 (starts 3 PM) there will be an open air concert at the
American Cemetery. A classical music program that suits the unique location and
forms a tribute to the soldiers who have found their last resting place here. The LSO
(Limburg Symphony Orchestra) will perform the ‘Overture Egmont’ by Ludwig van
Beethoven and the famous ‘Requiem’ by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
Making the Liberation Concert Margraten possible.
Although it is a free concert, the cost of orchestra, choir, soloists and facilities are
enormous. The Margraten Tribute Foundation is doing a good job financing this concert through contributions from the Limburg Province, the municipality Eijsden-Margraten and several funds and sponsors. There have also been donations by the Friends
of the Limburg Symphony Orchestra society and the so-called Club of 500 and Club
of 100. But nevertheless every donation is more than welcome because only with sufficient funding the Margraten Memorial Concert can be continued in the coming years.
Become benefactor and ‘Friend of the Liberation Concert Margraten’
Your donation can be remitted to account number 122606620 of the Stichting Eerbetoon (Tribute Foundation) Benefactors, who donate € 25 or more, will become a
‘Friend of the Liberation Concert Margraten and will receive two guaranteed seats for
the concert. In that case, don’t forget to send us your address at info@margrateneerbetoon.nl . Two weeks prior to the concert you will receive the tickets for the two
reserved seats from the Margraten Tribute Foundation. Further details can be found
on the website www.margrateneerbetoon.nl

Did you know that…
- our foundation places bouquets at the Walls of the Missing on Memorial Day
and the day of the Liberation Concert.
- the predecessor of our foundation -the citizens’committee Margraten- was
set up in 1945 and so adoption will be a reality for 70 years by 2015.
- that we are approached regularly by parties who want to act as intermediaries
between relatives of fallen soldiers and our foundation and/or its adopters.
We will not respond to that. Given the fact that we have had some unpleasant
experiences in the past we accept only direct contact between relatives and
our foundation or its adopters.
- that there is still a certain demand for adopting a grave and that the waiting
list contains no less than 130 names. Furthermore there have been
more than 1,100 names adopted on the Walls of the Missing.

Expired adoption
Sometimes adopters appear to have vanished off the face of the earth. Newsletters
get returned to sender and contact by
telephone or e-mail fails. Sometimes an
adopter has indeed passed away and we
have not been informed by the relatives
about this sad situation. But also happens
that a change of address is not reported
to us. All in all diisapointing because we
do not know if the grave or the name on

the Walls of the Missing is actually still
adopted. That’s why we have agreed within the board that if a newsletter has been
returned, we will do the utmost to find
out what the reason is. If we find out that
an adopter has moved then we will try to
find out the new address. In case we do
not succeed despite our efforts, then we
take the liberty (after six months) to allot
the adoption of that grave or of that name
on the Wall of the Missing to an adoption
candidate on the waiting-list.
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Foundation Associated
Adopters American
War Graves
We are regularly asked about the difference between the Foundation Associated
Adopters American War Graves (Stichting Verenigde Adoptanten Amerikaanse
Oorlogsgraven or SVAAO) and ‘our’
Adoption Foundation. Our foundation
has only one objective: managing the
adoption registry.
The foundation SVAAO is helping adopter with their quest for information on the
soldier whose grave they have adopted.
For that the website www.adoptiegraven.nl has been developed where many
research tips can be found. There’s also a
forum where questions can be posted and
discussions can unfold on matters concerning the American military cemeteries.
That foundation is not only aimed at Margraten, but also towards other cemeteries,
like Henri-Chapelle and Ardennes.
The foundation and its volunteers actively
research the situation concerning soldiers
who have found their last resting place
at these cemeteries. The assembled
information can be found on the website
www.adoptiegraven-database.nl . And if
you are interested in adopting a grave at
Henri-Chapelle and/or Ardennes (B) then
they can show you the way.
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