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The board of the Foundation
Since January 1st, 2014 the board-members are:
Jacques Aussems (secretary/ deputy
chairman), Jimmy Brouns, Ruud
Croonen (treasury), Ton Hermes,
Wim Kamerman, Bert Kleijnen,
Frenk Lahaye, Fien OpreijBendermacher (chairwoman), Jo Purnot
(2nd secretary), Frans Roebroeks,
Nicole Sproncken- Blezer.

Opening hours of
the cemetery
The cemetery is open to the public seven
days a week from 9 AM to 5 PM. Only
on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day
the remain closed. On the 4th of May
(Commemoration of The Dead) the
cemetery open in the evening as well.

Changes of address and
other mutations
You are urgently requested to pass on
any change of address (home and/or
e-mail address) or any other
mutation that can be of importance to
the adoption register to us. Also if you
are no longer capable of (regularly)
visiting the grave or name you are
requested ot inform us at
info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl or
by telephone at 043-4071385.

Adopters please note
It often happens that donations to our
foundation are transferred to the wrong
bank account number. In case you want
to financially support us please do so
only by transferring money to IBAN
account number NL89RABO0158820045; BIC: RABONL2U, to
the attention of the foundation. If you
use Telebank please fill in your name
and address in the space marked
‘remarks’ (‘opmerkingen’). Thanks for
your co-operation
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The privacy of our adopters
Several times you might have read in
our Newsletter that we do not pass on
addresses (neither home- nor e-mail)
to third parties without consent. We do
however get regular questions such as
“Who has adopted the grave of………”.
We are also regularly contacted by individuals who -on behalf of next of kin
of a deceased soldier- inquires after the
name of the adopter. But we never pass
on this information. The relatives of the
deceased themselves should contact us,
by e-mail
(info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl)
or by mail (Stichting Adoptie Graven
Amerikaanse Begraafplaats
Margraten, P.O. Box 22, 6269 ZG
Margraten, Netherlands). In such cases
we will first contact the adopter and only
after his/her consent we will pass on
the address to the relative in question.
Currently this happens some five times
each month.

Project All Faces
Marking the 70th Aniversary of the
cemetery in Margraten The Foundation
of United Adopters of American
Cemeteries want to pay hommage in a
special way by decorating the graves and
the names on the Walls of the Missing
with personal photos. The foundation
has gathered the photographs of over
2,500 soldiers but there are still some
7,000 missing. So if you are in
possession of a photograph of the soldier
you have adopted we kindly request you
to make it available for this project. In
that case you can send an e-mail to that
foundation:
info@degezichtenvanmargraten.nl

8th Edition - May 2014

With this letter the foundation wishes to inform the adopters
about the activities and developments within the organization

Introduction by Governor Bovens
After my appointment as Governor, my
predecessor Léon Frissen handed me a
file with remarkable contents: It
contained two certificates of the
Foundation for Adoption of Graves at
the American Cemetery in Margraten.
One of my new tasks was a very
honorable and worthy one: Taking care
of the grave of 2nd Luitenant Marx M.
Larkin and the grave of an unknown
soldier “known but to
God”, as is engraved in his tombstone.
The fact that the adoption of both graves is connected to the Governor’s office shows
that the Province of Limburg is deeply grateful to our American Liberators and keeps
remembering those of them who gave their lives for our freedom. They battled to
ensure that we were to be “master again over our own turf and own furnace” quoting
the words of Queen Wilhelmina.
The liberation of The Netherlands commenced 70 years ago when Americans crossed
the national borders in our province. That was in September 1944. Some two months
later the first American soldier was buried in Margraten. Many thousands were to
follow and woul find their temporary or final resting place in Limburg soil.
Sometimes freedom resembles the air that we breathe: it comes naturally. But those
who follow the daily news understand that freedom can not just be taken for granted.
The American Cementery in Margraten has reminded us for 70 years now, of the fact
that freedom and rights need attention and devotion. The sacrifice that was brought by
the fallen American soldiers far exceeds the relativity of ‘here and know’ and therefor
the cemetery is a place of great significance, also for generations to come.
Our immense gratitude to the fallen soldiers is probably best symbolized by the
adoption of their graves. That has been going on for almost 70 years now and the
willingness to do so is still exceptionally great. A fact that is good to realize
I sincerely hope that the the Foundation for Adoption of Graves at the American
Cemetery in Margraten wil continue its’efforts for many years to come.
Theo Bovens
Governor of the Province of Limburg
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70 Years ago ago in Margraten:
John D. Singer is buried
Tempus fugit or ‘time flies’. On November10th next it will be 70 years back when the very first funeral took place at the American
Cemetery in Margraten. On that day in 1944 a small group of servicemen gathered at Grave 1, Row 1, Plot A on the new cemetery
of the Ninth Army. They took off their helmets and bowed their heads. Pierre Heynen from the town of Groot Welsden, priest and
teacher at the Bishop’s College in Sittard opened his breviary. Prayers were said for a fallen young American. He lay covered in
canvas, far from his home-country, on farmland in Limburg. It rained without interruption. The first fallen American that was
buried in Margraten was John D. Singer, born on July 29th, 1919. He was enlisted with the 110 Field Artillery of the 29th Infantry
Divison, when he was killed on November 7th 1944 in Geilenkirchen in Germany, just 25 years old. In 1948 his mortal remains
were shipped to the United States, where his final resting place is at the Denton Cemetery in Caroline County, Maryland.

Goodbye to board-member
Maria Duizings-Croonen

Number of
graves in 1946

Maria Duizings-Croonen has completed her executive role as board-member as per
January 1st, 2014. Ever since 2003 she has been a member of the Foundation’s Board.
During that time she took care of the Adoption Register and ‘guarded’ the waiting list.
She has helped build the Digital Register -as it currently exists- from the ground up.
A humongous task, leaning heavily on countless hours of voluntary work. She always
did this accurately and with great enthusiasm with full support from her husband
Leo. But now Maria thought it time to hand over the baton to somebody belonging to
a younger generation. For her merits Maria has been appointed Member of the Order
of Oranje Nassau by her Majesty The Queen two years ago. At the occasion of her
farewell party the US Embassy also rewarded her. The superintendent of the
American Cemetery, Mr. Keith Stadler, presented her with a Certificate of
Appreciation and a commemorative coin
on behalf of the Embassy. The document
was signed by the Chargé d’Affaires,
Adam H. Sterling. The Foundation’s
Board rounded it off in style.
Chairwoman Mrs. Fien OpreijBendermacher presented Maria with
flowers and a farewell present.

Non March 30th 1946 –so almost 17
months after John Singer’s burial- the
cemetery was closed. At that moment
were buried there:
- 17,738 Americans of which
955 unknown
- 1,026 Other Allied soldiers of
which 155 unknown
- 3,075 Germans of which
2,776 unknown
With numbers like that, Margraten was
the largest war cemetery of World War 2
Currently 8,301 American liberators find
their final resting place here. All others
-numbers more than 9,000- have been
shipped to their motherland at the end of
the forties and were reburied there. The
more than thousand other allied soldiers
found their last resting places on several
cemeteries in The Netherlands. The
fallen Germans were reburied on the big
war cemetery in Ysselsteyn (Municipality of Venray).

Superintendent Keith Stadler presents a
Certificate of Appreciation to
Maria Duizings-Croonen

Good to know
The Foundation’s Board sometimes gets a request to place flowers at a grave on behalf
of an adopter. Sometimes that’s possible but not always. That’s why it is good to know
that we’ve come across Mr. Paul Doyen from Margraten. Mr. Doyen is willing to
place flowers at a grave or at the Walls of the Missing on behalf of the adopter. When
requested he can also -after placing the flowers- make a photograph and send it by
e-mail. If you are interested you can contact Mr. Doyen directly. His telephone
number is 043-3632171, his e-mail address is: pdoyen67@gmail.com
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After the transfer of those human
remains the cemetery was redesigned
and the current 8,122 marble Latin
Crosses and the 179 marble David’s Stars
were placed. The names of 1,722 soldiers
were inscripted in the Portland Stone
of The Walls of the Missing. On July
7th, 1960, the cemetery was officially
consecrated in the presence of Her Royal
Highness Queen Juliana.

The founder of the cemetery: Joseph J. Shomon
This year it will be exactly one hundred years ago that the founder of the cemetery, Joseph J. Shomon was born. After intensive
research we have managed to get in touch with his daughters Nancy and Suzanne. Together with the Municipality of
Eijsden-Margraten we have invited these ladies to come and visit the cemetery in September for the very first time together with
their eldest sons. It goes without saying that Foundation’s Board is extremely pleased to be able the Shomon family members in
Margraten. At our request, the daughters have produced the following personal history of their father.
Joseph James Shomon, was the graves registration officer in charge of Margraten Cemetery and his children we grew up hearing
many of his stories about the war. His book, Crosses in the Wind (Stratford House, In., New York, NY 1947) was written in a Veterans Hospital after the war where he was recuperating from a serious illness that may have resulted from his wartime
experiences. This book was translated into Dutch and is the saga of the dedicated service of the men of the American Graves
Registration Service in World War II. After the war, Shomon spent over 20 years in the Active Army Reserve and earned the rank
of Lieutenant Colonel.
During World War II, Shomon, then a captain, served as graves registration officer for the 611th Q. M. Graves Registration
Company under General Patton of the Third U.S. Army and General William Simpson of the Ninth U.S. Army. His unit helped to
bury over 110,000 American, Allied and enemy war dead and helped establish the Third Army’s U.S. Brittany Cemetery at
St. James, France and the Ninth Army’s U.S. Margraten Cemetery in southern Holland. Following the war, Shomon was awarded
the Meritorious Service Award.
Shomon was born October 16, 1914 on a farm in Ashford, Connecticut where he spent his youth until about age 16. The family lost
the farm due to the Great Depression and subsequently moved to New York City where young Joseph completed high school.
He studied at the City College of New York, the New York State Ranger School and the University of Idaho. In the midst of the
depression of the 1930s, Joseph joined and served in the Civilian Conservation Corps. This organization brought paid employment
to hundreds of young men building parks and trails and working in camps in rural areas. Perhaps this experience helped provide
some of the training and expertise he would need later in laying out suitable sites for cemeteries in Europe. Shomon eventually
earned three degrees from the University of Michigan including a PH.D. in Natural Resources Conservation in 1959.
Following the war, Shomon worked for the Virginia Commission of Game and Inland Fisheries in Richmond, Virginia and as editor
of the Virginia Wildlife magazine from 1947 to 1961. He then served as director of the Nature Centers Planning Division of the
National Audubon Society in New York City from 1961 to 1973. He also served as an adjunct professor of Environmental Studies at
New York University for seven years. During these years, Shomon authored more than a dozen books including Beyond the North
Wind, (South Brunswick, New York & London 1974) and Wild Edens (Texas A & M University Press, 1998).
Dr. Shomon was married to Elizabeth Fain, and had two daughters, Suzanne Forehand and Nancy Lewis. He was married again in
1971 to Vera Bouzane, a native of Canada. Their travel and research assignments ranged all over the globe from the American
Arctic, the Amazon rainforest, India, Nepal, Thailand, New Zealand, Australia, Iran and Africa. During his retirement, he
continued to write and travel as a conservation planning consultant.
In 1960 Dr. Shomon was made an honorary citizen of Margraten and a street
(Shomonstraat) was named in his honor. He made several trips to Margraten to
participate in Memorial Day celebrations. His daughters Nancy and Suzanne
have been invited to visit Margraten in September 2014 on the occasion of the
liberation of Holland in 1944. They are honored and delighted to finally be able to
visit the site of Margraten Cemetery as the fulfillment of a lifelong dream to walk
“this hallowed ground”.

The Shomon family round 1960. From left to right: daughters Suzanne (b. 1942)
and Nancy (b. 1952), mother Elizabeth and father Joseph.
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Two new Board Members
Jimmy Brouns
The board is very pleased to have found a replacement for Maria Duizings-Croonen
in Jimmy Brouns (36). He will take over the administration of the Adoption register.
Jimmy is married and has two daughters. In daily life Jimmy is an I&A adviser at the
municipal government. Jimmy has been known to the board for a while now. Already
at an early stage he was involved in automation
Activities for our foundation.
Ton Hermes
Ton (61) was a professional military and has been detached to Bosnia (Srebrenica en
Busovaca) and has been closely involved in the mission in Kosovo. In Busovaca he
was press officer and spokesman for the Dutch contingency within the NATO peace
corps SFOR. After a final assignment at AFNORTH in Brunssum he has retired as
Luitenant-Coronel.
He knows -like no other- what it means to be working as a military in a war zone.
But while enjoying a well-earned pension he is gladly willing to commit himself to
the foundation. The board is now considering which specific tasks Ton will be given.
Considering the fact that -working for the armed forces-Ton was spokesman for both
domestic and foreign press, it’s along the line of expectation that Ton will occupy
himself with sustaining and extending the foundation’s network.

The new board-members Jimmy Brouns
(left) and Ton Hermes with the sculpture
of the Mourning Woman (de Treurende
Vrouw) as a backdrop

Our
Facebookpage
Since 2012 the foundation has its own
facebookpage : http://www.
facebook.com/margraten.adoptie.
It was set up in order to keep the
adoption community posted on matters
concerning our foundation and the
Margraten Cemetery. Often news or
updates, but we also publish historical
photographs, maps, newspaper
clippings, film footage etcetera. We are
happy to acknowledge that our facebook
page is often visited and its articles is
appreciated (almost 1,400 page-likes and
some articles have been read by as many
as 3,000 people!).
Would you come across matters -of
which you think it could be of interest
to the whole adoption community- then
don’t hesitate to make good use of our
medium. We have to stress, however,
that our page is not a forum for political
statements or a place to leave offensive
remarks. Such messages will be
removed instantly by the system
administrator.

Our Newsletter is going digital as well
Our yearly Newsletter still gets printed on special paper in the ‘old-fashioned way’ and is being delivered by mail to the adopters’
homes. That’s a yearly expense of about € 6,000 that (unfortunately) we cannot afford in the future.
The board of the foundation therefor is planning to start sending the Newsletter digitally to the adopters’ email addresses. It has not
been decided when this is going to start and depends on how the implementation process is proceeding. For adopters without an
email address nothing will change for the time being.
The board considers it important to at least once a year be in touch with the adopters. Only then kan we keep the adoption register
up-to-date.
The registration of email addresses will be an enormous job. To make it slightly easier we kindly request you to act as follows:
- please send an email to: administratie@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl
- put your email address in the ‘subject’ space (so we can select mails on this
criterium)
- state your name, your initials, full address and telephone number in the
message itself, so that we can compare these with our register
It goes without saying that we would like to be informed about future changes in your email address. But also when you are moving
house we would like to receive notice of that.
An added bonus of the email register is that we will be able to cummunicatie more frequently than just once a year
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A film on the emotional bond
between adopters and next of kin
On July 30th, 2013, Gary and Betty Gene Birdwell-Beck visited the grave of their
uncle Sidney Stuart Beck. It was their first ever visit to the grave and the first ever
meeting with its adopters Hub en Nel Bessems-Klinkenberg.
The filmmaker Jotja Ingrid Bessems made an intimate documentary on the significance of adoption for remembrance of war and liberation: How -70 years after the liberaOn July 30th, 2013, Gary and Betty Gene
Birdwell-Beck visited the grave of their
tion- a headstone on the Margraten cemetery finally gets a face and bring the memory
uncle Sidney Stuart Beck. It was their
back to life. Starting point of the film is that first meeting between the filmmaker’s
first ever visit to the grave and the first
parents and the niece of the fallen soldier. That encounter last summer brought the
ever meeting with its adopters Hub en Nel
past back to life and families closer to one another.
Bessems-Klinkenberg.
The documentary focusses on the story of one soldier and his family as an example of
the many thousands who died for our freedom. We can see what kind of impact this
still has 70 years on. and how adoption can develop from an anonymous tribute to a personal involvement.
For more info: www.facebook.com/jotjabessems and www.jotjabessems.nl

More awareness of WW2:
‘I knew you would come’

School in Rostock,
Germany, adopts a name

It is the title of the graduation project that Laur Rutten,
folk-singer and teacher on the primary school in the town of
Cadier en Keer, has done as part of his Master Studies Art and
Culture in Tilburg. The American Cemetery in Margraten, the
Foundation’ Kom Leren’ (Come Learn) and our own foundation
were all involved in this research project. It targets graduates of
primary schools and seeks to develop knowledge and
awareness. The ultimate goal is creating a deeper
understanding of World War 2.
Youngsters are constantly confronted with moral issues in times
of war and peace. Their everyday environment being the
starting point. Unsurprisingly, the American Cemetery in
nearby Margraten plays a central role. In his investigation Laur
shows that a certain way of education focusing on personal
experience of the cemetery can be a decisive factor in the
awareness of school-graduates.
That experience involves re-enacting the eulogy at the funeral
of an American soldier. Thus the graduates are confronted with
the personal story of a young man who came to Europe to fight
against the Nazis, to liberate subjugated people and to lose his
life in the process. Would you like to know more about this
project? Then contact Laur Rutten by email:
rutten170@zonnet.nl

In October 2013 we received a request from a project group in
Grade 10 of the Nordlicht-Schule (Northern Licht School) in
Rostock, Germany, to adopt the name of 1st Luitenant
John W. Simon on the Walls of the Missing at the Cemetery in
Margraten.
Why this request? On August 25th, 1944 John was pilot of a
B-24 Liberator heavy bomber on its way from England to
Rostock in Germany to bomb the Heinkel aircraft factory.
During the raid the airplane encountered engine trouble. John
ordered his crew of eleven (including his co-pilot) to abandon
the plane using their parachutes. John single-handedly tried
to control his bomber. But to no avail: the plain crashed. After
their safe landing by parachute seven crewmembers were
captured and returned safely to the United States after the war.
Two crewmembers were murdered at Steffenshagen.
The co-pilot John B. Dzanaj was shot during transport to
Kröpelin.
Since 1998 a cross in front of the church in Steffenshagen commemorates the death of the Americans. On August 25th, 2013
-exactly 69 years later- a commemorative plaque was
ceremoniously unveiled during a church gathering.
The Foundation’s Board was highly moved by the request for
adoption by the school from Rostock. And therefor the story is
included in this Newsletter. It is only natural that we have
allocated John W. Simon’s name for adoption by the project
group of the Nordlicht-Schule.

This publication is partially facilitated by BouwCenter Jan Opreij, Margraten (www.opreij.nl and is co-funded by Rabobank
Centraal Zuid-Limburg.
Colophon
Number of copies : 8,100
Text
: Jacques Aussems, Jo Purnot and Frans Roebroeks
Photography
: Photo Studio Willy Opreij, Margraten
Lay-out
: Jack Lemmens
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Memorial Day, Sunday May 25th, 2014
Program:
- 10 am: Eucharist ceremony organized by the Stichting Culturele Muziek Manifestaties Margraten (Foundation for Cultural
Musical Manifestations Margraten). Main Celebrant is the Deputy Bishop Monseigneur Everard de Jong, The vocals
with the music will be performed by tenor Hubert Delamboije and the vocal group Die Moselsänger. One of the songs
sung will -as before- be ‘Do you remember’ (text Math Dupuits and music
by Hub Vanhautem). The reading will be done by Marga Segers-IJzermans
and Jannes Drissen.
- 3 pm:
Memorial service with speeches and the placing of wreaths
Access
Both the ceremonies in the morning and the afternoon are freely accessible. From
experience we know that in the morning there will be sufficient seats for all present. At
the afternoon ceremony there are reserved seats and separate places for those invited.
All other visitors can be seated on the grandstands and round the barriers on the
cemetery.

Eucharist ceremony in 2013, led by
deputy Bishop Mgr. E. de Jong

Route
Bezoekers voor de herdenkingsbijeenkomst die uit de richting Maastricht of Gulpen komen, kunnen normaal gesproken via de
Rijksweg de begraafplaats bereiken en worden niet door de politie of verkeersregelaars omgeleid.
Bringing flowers
Memorial Day is the occasion for placing flowers at an adopted grave or at a name on the Walls of the Missing. As this is the day
on which the United States commemorate their fallen soldiers everywhere in the world. So we do hope that the adopters will do the
best they can and turn the cemetery into a sea of flowers. We have noticed however that there are always graves without flowers. We
find that regrettable and would like to call upon those adopters to take care of this. If you live near the cemetery, and the weather
permits it, we suggest that you bring your flowers already on Thursday or Friday, because on Saturday it will be very busy there.
Information
If you have further questions concerning Memorial Day, like parking space, access for the disabled etcetera, you can turn to the
organizers of this event. The address is: American Cemetery 1, 6269 NA Margraten, telephone 043-4581208,
e-mail: netherlands@abmc.gov

Did you know that…
- by ordering books from the Foundation you support us financially. So if you want to give somebody (or yourself) a present,
you can give a book from our booklist.
- Mr. and Mrs. Eggen from Voerendaal -adopters of a grave of a soldier from the state of Mississipi- have collected flags of that
state. They are now planning to place these flags at all graves of fallen soldiers from Mississipi (almost one hundred) on either
the Thursday or Friday before Memorial Day. But a helping hand from a few volunteers would be nice.
For information: 045-5752812/ 06-30929688 of berteggen@home.nl
- currently more than 1,300 names on the Walls of the Missing have been adopted
- in September it will be 70 years ago that Southern-Limburg was liberated bij US troups. In November of this year it wil also
be 70 years ago that the cemetery in Margraten was opened. And on May 5th, 2015 the liberation of The Netherlands will be
celebrated. The Eijsden-Margraten municipality has decided to let these events not go unnoticed. An extensive programme of
commemorations and festivities between September 2014 and June 2015 will mark these occasions. As soon as the program is
ready we will publish it on our website and on our Facebookpage
- in the Centre Céramique in Maastricht our Foundation will hold a tiny exposition
from April 29th to June 29th 2014 explaining the history of the American
Cemetery in Margraten and the phenomenon of adoption. Definitely worth a visit.
Information: www.centreceramique.nl
- It is possible to get an explenatory tour of the cemetery for smaller or larger
groups. For enquiries you can turn to the cemetery by telephone
043 - 4581208 or e-mail: netherlands@abmc.gov
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