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Change of Address and Other 
Contact Information Changes:
It is of utmost importance that 
you inform us about any changes 
concerning both your home and email 
addresses. We would also appreciate 
your notifying us about any other 
changes to your contact information 
that can be of importance to the 
adoption register. If you are no longer 
able to regularly visit the grave or 
name of your adopted soldier, you are 
requested to inform us at
info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl
or by contacting:
Ton Hermes at 043 458 3050 (local)
or +31 43 458 3050 (from the U.S.), or 
Bert Kleijnen at 043 458 2177 (local)
or +31 43 458 2177 (from the U.S.).

Foreword By Benoit Wesly 
Every single year I visit The American Cemetery.
All those white crosses.
The white Stars of David.

Often I escort visitors to the cemetery, mostly Americans honoring their “boys.” 
Filled with emotions and respect.
They silently wander between the graves, white crosses and white Stars of David.
Buried in the fertile loose soil of Limburg, side by side, row by row, not separated by 
rank or religion, rich or poor.
All soldiers are equal.
White crosses and white Stars of David.

During my whole life, I have told everyone that would listen, about what had happened 
during WWII.
The horror, the dead, the suffering, and the joy of liberation. 
Without the American liberation in September 1944, I would not have been around. 
Practically my whole family was murdered by the Nazi-regime, among those were my 
3 and ½ year old brother, who was deported to Auschwitz in February 1944 in a cattle 
truck.
Alone.
Cold.
Lonely.

The liberators of September 1944 gave me my life, my freedom, the light and my future.
I will never forget.
The white crosses.
The white Stars of David.
The Americans, The United States of America… my greatest friend.

Benoit Wesly

Benoit Wesly was born in Maastricht 
in 1945. He owns several hotels, is 
honorable consul of Israël and chairman 
of the Jewish community Limburg. He has 
a strong link with his home town. After 
the Derlonhotel and the Golden Tulip 
Apple Park Hotel he is working on the 
restauration of the monumental Grande 
Maison du Lévrier et de l’Aigle Noir in 
Maastricht which will become a luxury hotel.
Wesly also is building a hotel in Marshall Missouri in the USA where he is a regular 
guest as member of the supervisory board of the local College.
At the American cemetery in Margraten Benoit Wesly adopted the grave of Pfc Julius 
Hertz.
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Board Members of Our 
Foundation

Jimmy Brouns, Roger Caelen,
Ruud Croonen (Treasurer), Ton Hermes 
(Chairman), Bert Kleijnen, Sjef Kusters, 
Frenk Lahaye, Frans Roebroeks 
(Secretary) and
Nicole Sproncken-Blezer. 

Honorary board members:
Fien Opreij-Bendermacher, Jo Purnot 
and Jacques Aussems
Patron: Governor of the province of 
Limburg drs Th.J.F.M. Bovens
Historical consultant:
Prof. Dr. Peter Schrijvers
Webmaster: Bob Jungerius



Books and DVD’s:

Books and DVD’s on the history of the 
Cemetery at Margraten, and on our 
Foundation’s Adoption Program can be 
purchased from our webshop, which is 
in both English and Dutch:
http://www.adoptiegraven-margraten.nl/
webshop 

© 2018. Nothing in this publication 
can be copied or published without 
prior written consent by The 
Foundation for Adopting Graves 
at the American Cemetery in 
Margraten.



Memorial Day: Sunday, May 27th, 2018 
In the US the nation commemorates on Memorial Day, the last Monday of May, its fallen soldiers, since the Civil War. This year 
probably for the 150th time. In The Netherlands Memorial Day, on the American Militairy Cemetry, is on the last Sunday of May.   

Program
10 am: On Memorial Day, our Sunday morning Mass will be organized by the Stichting Culturele Muziek Manifestaties
 Margraten (Foundation for Cultural Musical Manifestations Margraten). The Main Celebrant will be a priest of the
 diocese Roermond. The ceremony will be supported by choir Royal Malechoir Chevremont 1912, soloist Ben Heijnen, 
 tenor, direction Véron Jongstra, piano/organ Augustine Boshouwers.

3 pm: The Memorial Service will include speeches, and the laying of the wreaths.

Access
Both the morning and afternoon ceremonies are free and accessible. During the morning ceremony, there are sufficient seats 
for all of our visitors. During the afternoon ceremony, there are special reserved seats and separate places for those who have 
received an invitation. Other visitors will be seated in the non-reserved seats, and behind the fences that are around the ceremony 
area.

Route and parking
When coming to the Memorial Ceremony at Margraten, visitors who arrive from Maastricht (WEST) or Gulpen (EAST) 
can reach the cemetery using N278. Parking will be available at the cemetery, and you will be directed for parking by the 
Marechaussee (Dutch Military Police). Usually there is plenty of parking available, however, we do advise that visitors arrive 
early, because heavy traffic is expected. Handicap parking will also be provided.

Bringing flowers
Memorial Day is the day the United States commemorates their fallen soldiers everywhere in the world. Therefore, our Memorial 
Day Ceremony here at Margraten is the proper occasion to place flowers at an adopted grave or in front of a name on the Wall 
of the Missing. All adopters are invited and encouraged to turn the Margraten Cemetery into a sea of flowers! We would like to 
call on all adopters to take their responsibility seriously by placing flowers on their adopted graves. Thank you for making sure 
that all graves are honored with flowers on this special day! Prior to the Sunday of Memorial Day, it is preferable for flowers to be 
placed on the graves either on Thursday or Friday, because Saturday is extremely busy.

Information:
For any questions regarding the Memorial Day Ceremony, please contact:
The ABMC Staff: American Cemetery
Address: American Cemetery 1, 6269 NA, Margraten, The Netherlands
Telephone: 043 458 1208 (local) or +31 43 458 1208 (from the U.S.)
Email: Netherlands@abmc.gov

Adoption concert Saturday, May 26TH  2018
The annual adoption concert will 
take place on Saturday, May 26th in 
the community center, “Oos Heim” 
in Margraten. This special liberation 
concert will be performed by Fanfare
St Gertrudis from St Geertruid 
under the direction of conductor Jos 
Dobbelstein. Special guest is the 
American singer-songwriter Mark 
Lapointe, grandson of sergeant William 
Aubut, buried in Margraten. The 
concert is meant for all American 
family members, their next of kin, 
adopters, and all who will come from 
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such a great distance to attend the Memorial Day Services at Margraten. The doors 
will open at 7 pm, and the concert will begin at 7:30 pm. There is no entrance fee, 
however donations are always welcome.
Those wishing to attend the Memorial Day Concert are asked to inform the 
Foundation before May 23th, 2018 at: info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl  
Also, if you are planning to visit Margraten during the Memorial Day Weekend, 
please remember to inform the American Cemetery AMBC staff at: Netherlands@
abmc.gov

Mark LaPointe guest during adoption concert

Grandson fallen soldier sings out of 
letters of grandfather
Grandson Mark LaPointe is performing during the adoptionconcert his song 
‘Somewhere in Germany”, based on letters of his fallen grandfather sergeant 
William Aubut.

On September 12 1944 around 7 pm the 
American sergeant William Aubut (27) 
crossed the Dutch border with his 2nd 
bataillon of the 119th Infantry Regiment, 
the Old Hickories. This crossing took 
place at the “Stashaag” between Voeren-
Vitschen and Mheer. In Banholt the 
soldiers made their campement and the 
next day the infantrymen advanced 
through Termaar and Margraten to 
Sibbe. On the 14th of September troops 
advanced to Aachen (Germany).
Almost five months later William Aubut was killed in action near Selgersdorf-
Daubenrath in the vicinity of Jülich. His bataillon made a crossing over the River Rur 
and came under heavy enemy fire in an open field. William left his wife Doris and 
three year old daugther Donna behind in Tewksbury MA. 
At the adoption concert Mark LaPointe (52), son of Donna, will sing a song inspired 
by the letters his grandfather William wrote home in 1944 from “somewhere in 
Germany”. Soldiers were not allowed to mention their exact whereabouts in letters 
home for security reasons.

Grandpa’s letters were hidden for years by his grandma, because her second husband 
who she married in 1955, wanted her to throw away all memories to William. When 
she died in 1980 she told daugther Donna where she could find the letters of William. 
Except the written letters there was also a spoken letter on a record. Mark states: “I 
also know my grandfathers’ voice.” 
Singer-songwriter Mark LaPointe  worked as a professional musician for years mainly 
in the neighbourhood of Nashville, Tennessee and in Indiana. He defines his style as 
‘Americana’, a mix of country, folk and blues. At the moment he lives in his hometown 
Amesbury again, near Boston, Massachusetts and works in the medical-commercial 
branche. He also performs every now and then with his guitar. 
Mark visited the American cemetery in Margraten with his mother in 2005 and 
2015. During the last visit in 2015 as part of a large AWON delegation Mark sung 
his ‘Somewhere in Germany” in Mesch, at a monument to mark the place where 
the Americans set foot on Dutch soil. He is thrilled to be able to perform with the 
“Koninklijk erkende Fanfare Sint Gertrudis on the eve of Memorial Day 2018.

Faces of Margraten
May 2 – 6 2018 

The third edition of the project “Faces 
of Margraten” will take place on the 2nd 
of May until the 6th of May 2018. This 
project is a strong encounter with the 
past but also a clear signal for our future. 
During this bi-annual event more than 
5000 liberators get a face. We are able 
to look in the eyes of all those young 
soldiers who gave their lives for us. By 
placing pictures of all those young men 
and women we are able to remember 
them while in the meantime we think 
about the consequences of war and 
about the value of freedom. A moment 
to commemorate but also a moment of 
reflection.
The number of photographs available is 
still growing. People are searching for 
pictures in the Netherlands and in the 
USA. Of more than half of the 10.023 
soldiers a picture is available. Do you 
have a picture ? Our website www.
degezichtenvanmargraten.nl informs 
you about the best way to send this 
picture to us. When you do this before 
April 14 the photograph will be placed 
during this years’ project.
If you want to find out if there is a 
picture available of your soldier and/
or family member? All pictures 
are published on the personal 
commemoration pages of the database at 
www.fieldsofhonordatabase.com.

Mark LaPointe, singer-songwriter.

In 2016 there was a lot of interest for
The Faces of Margraten.
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Celebrating freedom in Heerlen: Remember the heroes
The “Lions Club Heerlen” celebrates on Saturday May 5 in “Auberge de Rousch” in Heerlen a liberation party with several 
fundraising activities. The results of the fundraising is meant for the Foundation “Wensulance”. This Foundations’ goal is to fulfill 
wit a special ambulance the last wish (wens, in Dutch) of terminally ill people.

On the 5th of May we celebrate that the Netherlands were liberated in 1945 and WWII ended. This day is also a day to think about 
the importance of freedom and to be aware of the vulnerability of our free society. Many people gave their lives for this freedom.

The “Lions Club Heerlen” has made an attractive program which starts with ‘Remember the Heroes’. In this part there will be four 
presentations:
• The persecution of Jewish people in the town of Heerlen (Herman van Rens)
• “High treason and espionage” the Eye Wittness warmuseum Beek (Bert Spoelstra)
• Film “The bullethole of chateau St Gerlach”. Introduction by Camille Oostwegel
• Presentation American cemetery (Keith Stadler) and adoption program (Ton Hermes)
The program will be introduced by Simone van Trier and will be closed with an interview of three honorary consuls and a 
performance of the Mergelland Male Choir. The three honorary consuls are Christiane Vaessen, honorary consul of the Netherlands 
in Aachen, Ward Vleugels, honorary consul for Germany in Limburg and Camille Oostwegel, honorary consul of France in 
Maastricht.

The evening will be continued with Bigband Heerlen with Music from the fifties. During this evening there will be an auction 

Visitor Center Margraten opens in 2021

“As Superintendent of The 
Netherlands American Cemetery, I 
would like to use this opportunity 
to provide an update to the much 
anticipated Visitor Center which is to 
be built here on the cemetery grounds.

First however, I would like to recognize, 
and thank, all of the Dutch people in the 
Limburg community who have worked 
so hard, and who have been so patient, 
in trying to get a New Visitor Center 
built on NEAC. Today, I am very happy 
to announce that the American Battle 
Monuments Commission (ABMC) 
has in fact begun the planning process 
necessary to realize such a building. The 

overall process will take around three 
years to complete. The first two years 
are for planning. This includes all of 
the site surveys. conceptual designing, 
and specific architectural detailing 
for the building itself as well as the 
historical research, story writing, and 
exhibit designing for the information 
that will be on display in the building. 
The third year is reserved for the actual 
construction of the project which we 
hope to complete near the end of 2020 or 
the beginning of 2021.
We have conducted market research to 
identify Architecture and Engineering 
(A&E) firms, and have invited several 
firms - over half from the Netherlands 

Certificate of Commemoration for American
Next of Kin
In the 2017 newsletter, we asked adopters with connections to the next of kin in America to share their connections with us. We 
have issued a Certificate of Commemoration, especially for family members of deceased soldiers buried in Margraten, to assist in 
visualizing the relationship with the adopter to their beloved one. Together you both honor an American liberator. Last year a lot of 
‘Certificates of Commemoration’ were sent to American family members. By commemorating together the sacrifice of a soldier, 
the adoption has more depth, and the relationship between the adopters and next of kin is also deepened. If you wish to get in touch 
with the adopter of your beloved one, and if you would like to receive a ‘Certificate of Commemoration,’ please send a mail with 
your personal details, and the name of the soldier buried in Margraten to us at: request@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl.

- to provide infomation on their 
capabilities to do this project. The 
selection process will be competitive 
and rigorous, ensuring we select the best 
architect for designing our new Visitor 
Center.
It is a great honor for me to have the 
opportunity to participate in this 
process, and I look forward to working 
with all of the various stakeholders 
as we strive to build the best possible 
facility that honors those who rest at the 
Netherlands American Cemetery and 
helps to educate those who wish to learn 
more about them.”

Keith Stadler, Superintendent
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for VIP cards for Pinkpop, meet & greet met Chantal Blaak, worldchampion cycle-
racing 2017; meet & greet with honorary consul Camille Oostwegel and a masterclass 
restaurant “De Leuf” in Voerendaal.

The program starts at 15 pm. At 19 pm there is an all you can eat American Buffet and 
the Big Band Heerlen Sound & Swing starts at 20 pm. The auction in benefit of the 
foundation Wensulance will take place at 21 pm.

You are cordially invited for this liberation festival. The informative program is 
free. If you wish to join us for the American buffet  and the Big band music you can 
purchase tickets through our website www.heerlenliberation.nl. Tickets for the “all 
you can eat American buffet” cost € 17,50. Tickets for the music with the Big Band 
also cost € 17,50. 

The address of Auberge de Rousch is Kloosterkensweg 17, 6419 PJ Heerlen. If you 
have any questions please contact mr Jos Verhoeven through mail: jos@idhats.com.

Gratitude for Donations and 
Contributions:

The Foundation is most grateful for 
the donations and contributions that 
we receive each year from adopters 
and other benefactors. We thank you 
all for your generous support! Please 
be aware, that there are times when 
we, as a Foundation, have experienced 
donations being transferred to the wrong 
bank account number. Your support is 
very important to us, and we want you 
to be able to make your donations and 
contributions with confidence. To best 
facilitate this, be sure that when you 
transfer money to include the name 
of our foundation, Stichting Adoptie 
Graven Amerikaanse Begraafplaats 
Margraten (Foundation for Adopting 
Graves American Cemetery Margraten), 
your name, address, and this bank 
account information: IBAN-number: 
NL89RABO0158820045
(BIC: RABONL2U)

Please note that a bank transfer from 
the United States of America to Europe 
(The Netherlands) is not an easy option 
for US citizens. Transfer via PayPal: 
transfer your monetary donation via 
the email account info@adoptiegraven-
margraten.nl. Sending us a check is not 
a good way to transfer your monetary 
donation as we cannot collect such 
checks. Sending us cash is neither a 
recommended solution.

Family fallen soldier offer
Purple Heart to adopter
Samuel Slight was killed in action near Kerkrade in November 1944. The family did 
not know what to do with his Purple Heart decoration and gave it to Pierre Keulers 
from the city of Beek (Netherlands), the adopter of Samuels grave for over 70 years. 
Pierre Keulers now handed over his complete file about Samuel to the Foundation for 
Adopting Graves in Margraten. One of the items in the file is an original certificate 
signed by president Franklin Roosevelt and sent to Sams’mother Emma after he was 
killed.
Samuel Slight enlisted in December 1942 and was trained as a tank-destroyer of 
general Patton’s 814th Tank Destroyer Bataillon. On November 25 1944 he was badly 
wounded near Geilenkirchen (Germany) by shrapnel and died four days later in 53rd  
Fieldhospital in Kerkrade. That same day he was transferred to and buried on the 
recently put into use cemetery in Margraten. 
Pierre Keulers (*1930) visited the cemetery in Margraten several times when the 
construction was ongoing. In 1945 he met Felix Prevoo, who assisted in digging 
graves. Later on Prevoo was asked by the municipality to assist the “civil committee” 
that initiated an adoption program. Felix was one of the persons that arranged flowers 
on all 18.000 American and about 2000 allied graves at the cemetery in Margraten 
on Memorial Day 1946. He also contributed to the adoption of all soldiers by local 
citizens. 
Many years Pierre Keulers tried to get in touch with the family of Samuel without 
result. Sams mother was divorced, remarried twice and got a different name. 
Searching for her was very difficult. In the end Pierre got help from AWON (American 
WWII Orphans Network) and he got in touch with the sister-in-law of Samuel, the 
widow Marilyn Slight. She had been married to Sams’ brother Eddy and knew all 
stories about Sam that had been told for decades in the family. Their eldest son was 
named after Sam.
Guest in Beek
Later Pierre got in touch with Dean Porter, half-brother of Samuel. Dean was in 
Hamburg (Germany) in 2013 for a congress of the Lions Club International together 
with his wife Mary. Dean and Mary could make it to Margraten in that period and 
were Pierre Keulers’ guests in June 2013 in Beek. They were the first of the family 
to visit the gravesite of uncle Sam in the comforting knowledge that Pierre and Lily 
Keulers tended his grave for almost 70 years. 
Dean handed over the Purple Heart  to Pierre Keulers together with certificates 
belonging to five other recommendations that Sam got for his participation in 

Pierre Keulers with president Roosevelts 
certificate. And the Purple Heart 
decoration with certificate.
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American operations in Northern-Africa and  Europe and the Gold Star, which is awarded to every fallen soldier. These medals are 
missing in the family. The Purple Heart was put somewhere in a kitchen drawer.
Pierre Keulers handed over Sams’ file to the Foundation for Adopting Graves  to make sure that the documents are being saved and 
maybe to be used in the collection of the new visitor- and information centre at the cemetery. The Foundation hopes that adopters, 
with interesting information and/or documents about their soldier, are willing to share or hand over those documents to the adoption 
foundation.

In the middle, with his half-brother
Dean on his lap, the later fallen Samuel 
Slight. Next to him his mother Emma, 
step-father mr. Edwards and half-brother 
Cleve. Standing behind from left to right 
Sam’s brothers Eddy (+ 2007), Bob (fallen 
in 1950 Korea) and Herschel (died in a 
tractor accident).
Photo is made in December 1943.

DNA-technology used for identification

More certainty about unknown or missing soldier
Two ‘unknown’ soldiers buried in Margraten have now been identified by comparing their DNA with that of close family 
members. Staff Sergeant Leo Husak from Texas was killed on January 30, 1945 in the Hürtgenforest, southeast of Aachen, 
Germany. His name is on the Wall of the Missing at the American cemetery in Henri-Chapelle, Belgium. On his tombstone 
in Margraten, the Netherlands, which states that this ‘comrade in arms’ is only ‘known but to God’, will probably a rosette 
bij applied, to indicate that he is known now.  His family in de US has to decide if he will be buried in the States or  returns 
to Margraten.

The remains of Staff Sergeant David Rosenkrantz of Los Angeles who was killed at Groesbeek during the Battle of Arnhem 
(Market Garden) will return to the family and buried in LA with his brothers. With his name on the Wall of the Missing in 
Margraten a rosette is placed, to indicate that he is now identified. A rosette may also be applied to his grave cross.
More “missing soldiers” with a name on the Walls of the Missing at the American cemetery in Margraten can be linked to the 
mortal remains of an ‘unknown soldier’ with DNA technology. In some cases soldiers are identified whose remains are recovered 
recently from an airplane wreck, in other cases soldiers are identified whose remains are buried in Margraten for more than 70 years 
as ‘unknown soldiers’. DNA technology provides 100 % certainty about the identity of the deceased.
In March 2018 five new rosettes have been placed in front of the names on the Walls of the Missing, indicating that the missing 
person has been identified. 88 of a total of 1.722 missing soldiers have been identified so far. 

X-files
The Ministry of Defence in Washington made an important decision in 2015 about unknown soldiers. When there is a reasonable 
chance that an unknown soldier can be identified in Europa, Korea, Vietnam of any place on earth, mortal remains will be exhumed 
for DNA examination. Important are the X-files of a missing person and the number of indications about this person. Those files 
contain as many data about the circumstances of his death and previous attempts of identification as possible.
DNA examination of eight ’unknown soldiers’, whose remains have been exhumed in the summer of 2016 en 2017 in Margraten, 
are still ongoing. In Margraten there are 105 graves of ‘unknown soldiers’. One grave consists of two soldiers.  On the Walls of the 
Missing there are 1722 names carved in stone, mainly aircrew members of bombers and escorting planes. 
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Adoption graves 
now Cultural 
Inheritance

MARGRATEN - The  adoption of 
American war graves in Margraten 
has been included in the Dutch 
national inventory of Immaterial 
Cultural Inheritance. 
The Dutch national inventory is 
a result of the UNESCO Treaty 
to protect Immaterial Cultural 
Inheritance signed by the Dutch 
government in 2012. 

The Dutch national Centre for 
Immaterial Inheritance  states: “The 
adoption of American war graves in 
Margraten is a cultural inheritance 
raised from respect and gratitude for 
the American liberators during WWII. 
It also achieves awareness of the 
vulnerability of our society.” 
 “For all the 8000 adopters, tending 
a grave at the American cemetery 
in Margraten since 1945, often for 
three generations, this is an important 
recognition and tribute”, chairman Ton 
Hermes of the Foundation for Adopting 
Graves says. “And for all the volunteers 
that make the adoption program to a 
success.”
Ton Hermes: “The adoption of US war 
graves and the US cemetery itself makes 
people think of the enormous sacrifice 
that has been made for our freedom: 
the lives of ten thousands of young 
Americans. Adoption also connects 
with American next of kin and families 
and often leads to long standing ties of 
friendship.” 
The governor of the Province of 
Limburg, mr Th. Bovens, also patron 
of the Foundation for Adopting Graves, 
stated in his congratulation letter: 
“ As a patron I congratulate you with 
the fact that your adoption tradition 
is placed on the Dutch Inventory 
Immaterial Cultural Inheritance. I 
wish to express my appreciation for 
your involvement and efforts for the 

The excavations are done by the Defense 
POW(Prisoner of War)/MIA(Missing in 
Action) Accounting Agency (DPAA) in 
cooperation with the ABMC cemetery 
staff. The thousands of missing persons 
in the Pacific or other seas will never be 
recovered. They have been buried at sea.

Airplanewrecks
Two of the lately identified missing 
soldiers on the Walls of the Missing in 
Margraten were buried ‘unknown’ at 
the American cemetery Neuville-en-
Condroz near Liege (Belgium), John 
Sersha en Shirley Bailey. Sersha’s 
identification was done at the instance 
of his family. Bailey, KIA in the 
Hürtgenwald, could be positively 
identified by own research of the 
DPAA.  Other missing soldiers were 
found in plane wrecks in Germany, 
like Robert Mains and Charles Daman, 
who were killed in action together and 
Clarence Allen. All five of them have 
been transferred to their family in the 
USA. Michel Aiello, killed at the Battle 
of Arnhem (Holland) and recovered 
in 2016 was buried in Neuville-en-
Condroz. His remains have been 
repatriated last year as well.
The excavations at American Cemeteries 
take place after visiting hours. A team 
of the American army from Landstuhl, 
near Kaiserslautern (Germany), execute 
the excavations and personnel of the 
cemetery make sure that the graves are 
refilled and invisibly restored.

Indications
Eight mortal remains from Margraten 
have been transferred to the forensic 
laboratory in Honolulu on Hawaï for 
further investigation. This means that 
the American Ministry of Defence has 
enough indications to try to identify 
these unknown soldiers with DNA 
technology. In some cases information 
about the place and time where the 
soldier was found gives us a clue of his 
identity. Family members or comrades 
in arms may have a strong suspect about 
the missing person. Earlier identification 
did not provide a 100% certainty. DNA-
technology may be the missing link 
in the identification process.  The fact 
that of the 18,000 US soldiers who have 
been buried in Margraten in 1946 only 
106  were ‘unknown’, proves how much 

effort was done to find out the identity of 
the fallen.
The DPAA needs two years time to 
provide evidence. When the soldier is 
identified, family members in the USA 
still have the same rights as stated in the 
Repatriation Act. The most direct family 
member decides where the soldier will 
be buried. 90% of the identified return 
to the USA.
When an unknown soldier is identified 
and repatriated to the USA, most likely 
his grave Stone will be marked with a 
rosette. This however still is subject to 
study and discussion. 

Duty
During WWII 16 million Americans 
enlisted as a professional, volunteer 
or as a conscript. More than 400.000 
US-soldiers died during this war and 
more than 72.000 are missing. 6400 of 
them are buried as unknown soldiers on 
American cemeteries outside the USA.
We expect that excavations will continu 
in the coming years. It is the American 
government obligation towards the 
family members of the missing to 
do their utmost to search for missing 
soldiers, to identify them and to offer 
them a final resting place. 
Please find additional information about 
the DPAA on their
website: www.dpaa.mil
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Maria Abrahams:
not on a candy-box

The ten years Maria Albrahams in 1946 
kneeling on the cemetery Margraten.

The new bronze rosette with rosemary 
wreath and compass rose.

American War Graves. You know what this means for the next of kin in the USA. 
Honoring and commemorating is an essential value. The adoption foundation gives 
meaning to this in a respectful way not only now but also for the future”. 

http://fox13news.com/news/u-s-and-world-news/257071197-story

Colofon
Number of copies: 8,150. 
Text: Sjef Kusters, Ton Hermes,
 Frans Roebroeks, Keith
 Stadler and Frenk Lahaye. 
Photography: fotostudio Willy Opreij 
 Margraten, ABMC,
 Stichting Adoptie Graven 
 Amerikaanse 
 Begraafplaats Margraten.
Lay-out: Jack Lemmens

This publication is partially 
facilitated by Bouw Center Jan 
Opreij, Margraten (www.opreij.
nl) and is co-funded by Rabobank 
Centraal Zuid-Limburg.

New rosettes at names of identified missing soldiers

The American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC) initiated the design 
and production of new rosettes for the Walls of the missing for all American 
cemeteries, rosettes to be placed in front of the names of the fallen soldiers who 
have been found and identified.

The bronze rosettes with a diameter of 2,06 cm, show a crown of rosemary with in the 
middle an eight-pointed compass rose, symbol for the tracing missing persons.
During the past weeks all old rosettes on the Walls of the missing in Margraten have 
been replaced. 88 of in total 1722 names of missing soldiers now do have a rosette.
On Thursday March 22 new rosettes have been placed in front  of the names of five 
fallen soldiers whose remains have been identified in the past months. Special guests 
were soldiers of a mortar platoon of the Dutch Airmobile brigade. Ad Jetten, father of 
one of the AMB-soldiers, is the adopter of pilot 1st Lieutenant Robert L. Mains, who 
crashed with his B-24 Liberator-bomber on the 4th of April 1945 near Hamburg and 
whose name is written on the Wall of the Missing. In 1948 the Americans investigated 
the wreckage of the B-24 without result. In 2007 bone fragments were found. These 
have been identified using DNA-technology. In December 2017 Robert Mains was 
buried on Calverton, Long Island. His daughter Barbara, hardly 1 year old when her 
father got killed was present. 

On the occasion of 70 years liberation 
(2015) the municipality of Margraten 
placed three billboards on the wall of the 
“ Dobbelstein farm house “ in the centre 
of Margraten. One of the billboards 
shows a little girl kneeling at a grave. 
The identity of this girl was not known 
at that time. John Essers of the histo-
rical organisation Margraten was able 
to locate her and it appeared to be mrs 
Maria Habets-Abrahams (82) from the 
village of Simpelveld. Below a short ar-
ticle from the newsletter of the historical 
organisation Margraten.
 
“Mrs Habets-Abrahams was born on 
May 28 1936 in Simpelveld. Her father, 
Pieter Abrahams (born in 1906) was a 
railway employee in 1941 at the station 
in Simpelveld. The German forces ar-
rested him and was enforced to work 
in Germany. In 1944 he returned from 
Germany very sick and weakened as 
a result of the heavy labor. On June 

16 1944, during the war, he died. Mrs 
Abrahams visited the American ceme-
tery in Margraten in 1946 together with 
her daughter to pay her respect to the 
American liberators and to commemo-
rate her deceased husband. On that oc-
casion her daughter placed flowers at the 
grave of an American soldier kneeling in 
front of the grave. A photographer from 
Maastricht, Jean Smeets, was at the 
cemetery at that time to make pictures. 
Mrs Habets still has some of the pictures 
he made in 1946. The photographer 
asked her permission to use the photo’s 
for advertisement purposes. Hij wanted 
to print a photo on candy boxes, which 
Maria refused. In 2015 mrs Habets was 
recognised by her daughter and grand-
daughter while travelling by bus through 
Margraten. On the photo she wears the 
home knitted stockings her mother made 
for her in 1946. Mrs Habets is 82 years 
old at the moment.” (Source: Newsletter 
Heemkundekring Margraten 2015)
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