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With this letter the foundation wishes
to inform the adopters about the
activities and developments
within the organization

It is my pleasure to have the opportunity to
greet all of the adopting families by way of
this newsletter. I arrived in August 2018 as the
Superintendent of the Netherlands American
Cemetery, and my family and I are learning
every day about the historical bonds between
you all and these hallowed grounds. This is my
first position outside of France, and I take this
role with a great sense of responsibility having
known for many years of the connections
between the local Dutch and the men and
women honored at the cemetery

How to Reach Our
Foundation:

Stichting Adoptie Graven Amerikaanse
Begraafplaats Margraten
(The Foundation for Adopting Graves
American Cemetery Margraten)
PO Box 22, 6269 ZG Margraten,
The Netherlands
E-mail:
info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl
Website:
www.adoptiegraven-margraten.nl
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/
margraten.adoptie
Bank account number: NL89RABO0158820045 (BIC: RABONL2U)

Change of Address and Other
Contact Information Changes:
It is of utmost importance that you inform us about any changes concerning
both your home and email addresses.
We would also appreciate your notifying us about any other changes to your
contact information that can be of
importance to the Adoption Register.
If you are no longer able to regularly
visit the grave or name of your adopted
soldier, you are requested to inform us
at: info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl or
by contacting:
Ton Hermes at 043 458 3050 (local) or
+31 43 458 3050 (from the U.S.) or
Bert Kleijnen at 043 458 2177 (local) or
+31 43 458 2177 (from the U.S.)
043-4582177 (Bert Kleijnen).
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It might interest you how I came to be the Superintendent here. It started as a child in
Washington State, listening to my grandfather’s stories of their time in combat during
World War ll, here in Europe. They did not talk much…mostly about the funny stories
and crazy personalities of their fellow soldiers…but even if their stories were selective
or inaccurate (due mostly to my maternal grandfather’s joy of embellishment), these
moments sparked in me an interest in history, of the Second World War, and my quest to
travel to Europe one day.
In 2001, at the age of 23, I was back in school studying history at a university in
California. I had recently left my 5-year military career behind me, and was looking
to do something that interested me and hopefully would one day pay the bills. And it
was in 2003, in France, that I thankfully discovered the cemeteries maintained by the
American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC). My new bride and I clearly saw
that the level of maintenance and care provided by the ABMC was impressive, and that
those resting under the marble headstones were not forgotten. I realized then that I had
found my calling.
I still remember that first visit, and how it felt to think about the families who had
lost their husbands, brothers, best friends, or sons on the battlefields far from home.
Although they are gone, they are not forgotten. This is proven by the way ABMC
maintains the sites, by the presence of visitors walking amongst the rows of headstones,
and most simply by the presence of fresh cut flowers placed by locals, who in most cases
never met the soldiers buried there.
As I approach 10 years with ABMC, I think back on my experience over 4 different
American cemetery sites: Epinal, Normandy, Aisne-Marne, and Margraten. I realize
that while the sites might differ in style or history, each is maintained by dedicated
teams of local men and women who care to remember the scale of sacrifice that it took to
liberate their respective homelands.
Those that died were mostly young, and they were cheated from the opportunity to build
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Newsletter keeps the adoption
register up-to-date!
This newsletter is the only way we can
inform you about the developments within
the adoption community. But even more
important, it keeps our addressee list
up-to-date. Once a newsletter is being
returned to sender this means that the
adopter has moved or passed away. In
2018 over 160 newsletters came back.
Our Foundation starts an investigation
and when the adopter has moved his
or her new address will be included in
our database. When the adopter passed
away we will ask the family members
if someone would like to take over the
adoption. You will understand that this is
a lot of work every year. Therefore we ask
all adopters in every newsletter to notify
us of your move to a new address. When
an adopter passes away their children
can take over the adoption if they wish.
The adoption grave stays within the
family. Also changes in email addresses
are inportant to know. When you cannot
visit your adoption grave any more on a
regular base please inform us by mail (
info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl) or by
Phone 043-4583050 (Ton Hermes) or 0434582177 (Bert Kleijnen).

Board Members of Our
Foundation
Jimmy Brouns, Roger Caelen, Ruud Croonen
(Treasurer), Ton Hermes (Chairman),
Bert Kleijnen, Sjef Kusters, Frenk Lahaye,
Frans Roebroeks (Secretary) and Nicole
Sproncken-Blezer.

Honorary board members:

Fien Opreij-Bendermacher,
Jo Purnot and
Jacques Aussems
Patron: Governor of the Province of
Limburg, Drs. Th.J.F.M. Bovens

Historical consultant:

Prof. Dr. Peter Schrijvers

Webmaster:

Bob Jungerius

Books and DVD’s:

Books and DVD’s on the history of
The Cemetery at Margraten, and on our
Foundation’s Adoption Program can be
purchased from our website.
All items are provided in both English
and Dutch:
http://www.adoptiegraven-margraten.nl/
webshop

© 2018. Nothing in this publication
can be copied or published without
prior written consent by
The Foundation for Adopting
Graves at the American Cemetery in
Margraten.

their lives…their way…to start families…to accomplish dreams. I write this because quite simply I have experienced more years than
most of those honored here. I was even touched on a personal level, discovering that buried here is a young man who hailed from my
very own, small home town of Mossyrock, Washington! I met the local family who brings flowers to his grave, and with my knowledge
that the soldier’s own family was never able to visit his final resting place, I was able to experience firsthand one example of the many
acts of remembrance that you all do.
A simple flower and a thought to honor these men and women is all it takes, and I am sincerely thankful and heartened to see such acts
here every day.
As I continue with the ABMC team to maintain the site as promised to the families who lost loved ones, I intend to always faithfully
tell the stories of the service men and women, with accuracy, and with care. But I realize that no one person can possibly tell 10,000
stories alone. At Margraten, I know that those memorialized here are not forgotten, as they have you to help keep their memories alive.
On behalf of the entire cemetery staff, thank you all for your continued actions in remembering The Fallen. As we approach a
milestone year of commemoration, I look forward to celebrating their legacy together with you.

Memorial Day: Sunday, May 26, 2019
Program
10 am:

On Memorial Day, our Sunday morning Mass will be organized by the Stichting Culturele Muziek
Manifestaties Margraten (The Foundation for Cultural Musical Manifestations Margraten). The Main Celebrant
will be Mgr. de Jong, 2nd Bishop Roermond. The ceremony will be supported by the choir Beesel,
and directed by Ben Heijnen, from Roermond, who will also sing the tenor solo.

3 pm:

The Memorial Service will include speeches, and the laying of the wreaths, and will be supported by the
choir Musica Vincit from Landgraaf.

Access

Both the morning and afternoon ceremonies are free and accessible. During the morning ceremony, there are sufficient seats
for all of our visitors. During the afternoon ceremony, there are special reserved seats and separate places for those who
have received an invitation. Other visitors will be seated in the non-reserved seats, and behind the fences that are around the
ceremony area.

Route and parking

When coming to the Memorial Ceremony at Margraten, visitors who arrive from Maastricht (WEST) or Gulpen (EAST)
can reach the cemetery using N278. Parking will be available at the cemetery, and you will be directed for parking by the
Marechaussee (Dutch Military Police). Usually there is plenty of parking available, however, we do advise that visitors arrive
early, because heavy traffic is expected. Handicap parking will also be provided.

Bringing flowers

Memorial Day is the day the United States commemorates their fallen soldiers everywhere in the world. Therefore, our Memorial
Day Ceremony, here at Margraten, is the proper occasion to place flowers at an adopted grave or in front of a name on The Walls
of the Missing. All adopters are invited and encouraged to turn The Margraten Cemetery into a sea of flowers! We would like to
call on all adopters to take their responsibility seriously by placing flowers on their adopted graves. Thank you for making sure
that all graves are honored with fresh flowers on this special day! Important to note…prior to the Sunday of Memorial Day, it is
preferable for flowers to be placed on the graves either on Thursday or Friday, because Saturday is extremely busy.

Information:

For any questions regarding The
Memorial Day Ceremony, please
contact: The ABMC Staff: American
Cemetery
Address:
American Cemetery 1, 6269 NA,
Margraten, The Netherlands
Telephone:
043 458 1208 (local) or
+31 43 458 1208 (from the U.S.)
Email: Netherlands@abmc.gov
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Damage to the Marble Crosses and Stars of David…

Please only use real flowers
at the graves!

Two buckets full of items collected by crewmembers, Leon Blom and Math Kirkels, of
the American Cemetery, include a helmet, silver hearts, stuffed toys, and even a Santa
Claus…these are some of the items they regularly find at the graves…items that may
cause damage to the marble stone of the Crosses, the Stars of David, and the Walls
of the Missing. Most visitors do not realize the damage these items can cause. Leon
Blom and Math Kirkels wish to warn and advise all visitors and adopters as follows:
• Do not use single flowers or bouquets…they hamper the mowing. Always use the
special vases that are available next to the Visitor Center.
• Do not use artificially-colored flowers…when they touch the marble they can cause
discoloration, which is very hard to repair.
• Do not tie flowers to the grave with iron or colored ribbon…this might cause rust
or
discoloration of the marble. It takes three days to clean and polish the marble.
• Do not use flower arrangements or pots…they hamper mowing activities and will
be
removed. Also, candles cause soot damage on marble.
• Do not stick photos on the marble, and do not glue stones on the Stars of David.
• Metal flower vases cause rust spots on the stone pavement in front of the Walls of
the Missing. Please use the vases provided, and put flowers in the grass in front of the
Walls of the Missing.
• When people make a picture of a specific monument, they often rub the engraving
with sand to get a clearer picture…this causes dirty spots on the marble. In the Visitor
Center, there is special white sand from Omaha beach for visitors to use.
“We think it is fantastic when people bring flowers for Memorial Day, Veterans Day
or for Christmas. The view of thousands of flower bouquets at all the graves makes me
feel very happy,” says Leon Blom, age 65. He and his crew are taking care of not only
the Crosses, Stars, and The Wall, but they are also taking care of all of the buildings
and roads at the cemetery. Blom says that “The Crosses and Stars of David keep us
busy every day. Bird droppings are a problem.” Treating or sealing the marble is not
a solution. Marble is a natural product and only the part not sealed will absorb water.
This might lead to problems in frosty conditions. All marble monuments are treated
against algae.
Every 15-20 years the marble monuments
are polished, and on a regular basis the
engravings are repaired. The Portland stones
used for the Walls of the Missing need to be
treated with ‘monumentique paste’ to avoid
discolorations.
Leon Blom says, “My advice from the
bottom of my heart is to bring flowers,
but follow our advice…use the vases, no
artificially-colored flowers, no ribbons or
metal, and no iron trays.”

Santa Claus as a grave decoration.
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Leon Blom with two buckets of collected
flags, plastic items and a helmet.

60 years grave adoption of
nephew Lou
Almost 60 years mrs Carolina
Remerie-Grob took care of the grave
of her nephew Lou Van Anne, who
was killed in action on September
20 1944 in Germany (Wallendorf),
near the Luxemburg border. Lou
(81st Tankbatallion) was sitting in the
backdoor of his tank when a grenade
exploded causing his death.
The age of mrs Remerie made her
decide to move to the West far away
from the cemetery. For that reason she
decided to pass the adoption of Lou Van
Anne’s grave to a new adopting family.
“Lou was a son of Bernardine, aunt
Dina, a sister of my mother”, mrs
Remerie says. “Their father, then a
widower, emigrated in 1911 with six of
his nine children to the United States of
America. “Three of the children stayed
in the Netherlands, in the house of an
unmarried uncle and aunt. The brothers
and sisters always kept in close contact
with each other. Aunt Dina married in
the US with Emile Van Anne, who also
emigrated from the Netherlands. They
had 6 children, one of them was Lou.”
He would have been 95 years old now.
The Remerie family lived in another
part of the Netherlands after the war,
in the province of Gelderland. Their
American aunts and uncles, nieces and
nephews visited them regularly also

to visit the grave of Lou in Margraten.
Among them was also Frances Van
Anne, Lou’s brother, who served in the
US Airforce during the war.
“When we moved to South-Limburg
in the sixties we immediately adopted
the grave of Lou. For over 60 years we
visited and put flowers on his grave.
Now that we are growing older we
are not able to visit on a regular base
any more. We are very pleased and
comforted to know that a new adopting
family is looking after the grave of our
nephew.”

Singer-Songwriter Rick Gray:
Our Guest at the Adoption Concert
Rick Gray, a singer-songwriter from Missouri, U.S.A., is the guest musician at The
Annual Adoption Concert, in Margraten on Saturday, the 25th of May, the day before
Memorial Day. Among other selections, he will play his latest song “Beautiful Place
to Rest,” which is about his great-uncle Edward, who was killed in March 1945
near the German town of Wesel. Sergeant Edward Gray was buried at the American
Cemetery in Margraten. Rick Gray is fascinated by his great-uncle Edward (born in
1910, in Dos Palos, California), who was his grandfather George’s brother. He is also
fascinated by The Margraten Cemetery, where he has visited several times. Sitting
at Edward’s grave, Rick played his song, “Veterans,” a few years ago. A video can
be seen on his Facebook page. His song was also published on the site of the ABMC,
the American Battle Monuments Commission, a government agency responsible for
military cemeteries like Margraten.
Searching for what happened in the last weeks before Sergeant Edward Gray’s death,
Rick ended up in Gemert, in Brabant. Edward’s tank unit was stationed there in
March, 1945. The 17th Tank Battalion of the 7th Armored Division was deployed
to the battles in Normandy, Belgium, Luxembourg and Germany, such as in the
illustrious operations ‘Plunder’ (amphibious vehicles and floating tanks) and ‘Varsity’
(Airborne troops of 20,000 men). On March 24, 1945, the Allies succeeded in
constructing a number of pontoon bridges over the Rhine at Wesel, Germany. Seven
weeks later, World War II in Europe was over, and Germany surrendered. ‘Plunder’
and ‘Varsity’ cost the Americans, Canadians and English an estimated 2,500 lives.
Rick was born in Fremont, California, and has performed several times during
his visits with friends around Eindhoven, and he has even been all the way to
Leeuwarden. He also gives ‘house concerts’ on request. On his last visit to The
Margraten Cemetery, he met the adopters of his great-uncle Edward’s grave…
”wonderful people,” says Rick. His great-uncle’s grave, the meeting with the
adopters, and the serene beauty of The Margraten Cemetery inspired Rick to write
“Beautiful Place to Rest.” Rick is very happy that he will have the opportunity to
perform on the eve of Memorial Day in Margraten. More information about Rick
Gray at www.rickgraymusic.com and on the link: https://www.facebook.com/pg/
rickgraymusic/videos/?ref=page_internal or on Facebook (@rickgraymusic). You can
also hear work from his CD, Sailors Talk, on YouTube and Spotify.

Rick Gray with a picture of his uncle
Edward.

Adoption Concert: Saturday, May 25, 2019
The Annual Adoption Concert will take
place in Margraten on Saturday, the
25th of May, in the community center,
“Oos Heim.” This special ‘Liberation
Concert’ will be performed by the
Fanfare St. Blasius, from Cadier en
Keer, and will be under the direction
of conductor Ben Essers. They will
organize a wonderful and exciting
musical evening with the trumpet trio:
Dennis Frenken, Romano Diederen
and Bart Coumans; a trumpet solo by
Maxine Tegelaers; and an unusual and
special performance by violist Patrick
Heckmanns. The trumpet trio will play
“Song of Hope” by Peter Meechan, with
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an arrangement by conductor Ben Essers.
A special guest from the U.S.A., singer-songwriter Rick Gray, will also perform.
The concert is meant for all American family members, their next of kin, adopters,
and all who will come from such a great distance to attend The Memorial Day
Services at Margraten. The doors will open at 7 pm, and the concert will begin at 7:30
pm. There is no entrance fee, however donations are always welcome. Those wishing
to attend The Memorial Day Concert are asked to inform The Foundation before
May 22nd, 2019 at: info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl. Also, if you are planning to
visit Margraten during The Memorial Day Weekend, please remember to inform The
American Cemetery AMBC staff at: Netherlands@abmc.gov. We hope to see you on
May 25th!

Visitor Center Project at the Netherlands
American Cemetery
Most of you are aware that a Visitor
Center project has been in the works,
but after all this time it remained just
an idea. I am pleased to report that
planning, while still in the early stages,
continues, and that we (ABMC) are
dedicated to building a quality and
lasting center for many generations
of visitors to come. Building a Visitor
Center at the Netherlands American
Cemetery will allow us to tell our story
to many visitors. It will improve the
visitor experience by helping to more
effectively present the history and the
stories of The Fallen in proper historical
context, and in such a way that visitors
of all ages might better understand what
this site represents.
Many in the local community have
already begun asking questions such
as “Where will the building be built?”
“What will it look like?” “What stories
will be told?” etc. While we cannot
answer these specific questions at
such an early stage, please know that
protecting the integrity of the site is
essential, as we construct a modern
Visitor Center on a historic site that you
all know so well. We are giving site
placement a good deal of thought, as
well as building materials, the visitor’s
experience, and appropriate content.
Some of the major themes that must be
considered will include: The Liberation
of Limburg, The Airborne “Market
Garden” Operations to the North, and
The Bloody Battles of the Hurtgen

Forest, in Germany. We will also focus
heavily on those important events
which took place after the conclusion
of the conflict: such as the local Dutch
inhabitants who came voluntarily to
lay flowers; the forming of the original
committee to coordinate local efforts
to honor The Fallen; the first Memorial
Day in 1945, and how it has endured to
the present day; the repatriation to the
United States of the remains of 10,000
American dead per family request;
the construction of the permanent
cemetery, including the symbolism
found throughout the site; and even
the more recent events such as ‘The
Liberation Concert’ and ’The Faces of
Margraten,’ which have helped to reach
new audiences.
There is so much to tell you, and we’ll
do our best to include all that we can.
One constant we have in our thoughts,
is the absolute importance of telling the
stories of The Fallen, and presenting
their relevance to the present day.
We will be holding planning meetings
in the coming months to determine
building location, construction
materials, basic design features, and
other considerations. As these phases
move forward, I plan to invite members
of your Board to present your ideas. We
can certainly learn new and interesting
things that will make this Visitor Center
a resounding success.
So, for now, please give some thought to
the project, and be rest assured that we
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Gratitude for Donations and
Contributions:
The Foundation is most grateful for
the donations and contributions that
we receive each year from adopters
and other benefactors. We thank you
all for your generous support! Please
be aware that there are times when
we, as a Foundation, have experienced
donations being transferred to the
wrong bank account number. Your
support is very important to us, and
we want you to be able to make your
donations and contributions with
confidence. To best facilitate this, be
sure that when you transfer money
please include the following: the name
of our foundation: Stichting Adoptie
Graven Amerikaanse Begraafplaats
Margraten (Foundation for Adopting
Graves American Cemetery Margraten),
your name, address, and this bank
account information: IBAN-number:
NL89RABO0158820045 (BIC:
RABONL2U)
Please note that a bank transfer from
the United States of America to Europe
(The Netherlands) is not an easy option
for U.S. citizens. To transfer via PayPal:
transfer your monetary donation via
the email account info@adoptiegravenmargraten.nl. Sending us a check is not
a good way to transfer your monetary
donation, as we cannot collect such
checks. Also, sending cash is not
recommended.
will soon reach out for your additional
input.
Please be patient, as we cannot be
rushed on such an important venture.
My one promise to you is that I will
continue to update you in future
newsletters, so you can keep track of the
progress. We are really looking forward
to the entire process, and of course, to
that moment when we open the Visitor
Center to you all for the very first time!
Shane Williams, Superintendent

Introduction of The Adoption
Foundation Board Members

We would like to take the opportunity to introduce to all of the readers the Board
Members of the Foundation for Adopting Graves at the American Cemetery in
Margraten. Most of our members have a professional job besides their work for The
Foundation. It is therefore difficult to get all Board Members together at one time
to make a picture. The below picture does not show Ruud Croonen, Treasurer, and
Roger Caelen, Board Member, who maintains contacts with the American next of
kin).
In front of a Margraten background, you can see from left to right, Frenk Lahaye,
employee ABMC, and the link between The Cemetery and The Foundation. Next to
him, Nicole Sproncken-Blezer, who specializes in tracing the American relatives of
the soldiers. Ton Hermes is Chairman of The Foundation. Behind him is Sjef Kusters,
who works on Publicity and PR, and who escorts American guests and adopting
families at the cemetery. Bert Kleijnen is our Point of Contact for the adopting
families. He searches for ‘lost’ adopters, when our annual newsletter is returned to
us. Next to him is Frans Roebroeks, Secretary of the Foundation. Jimmy Brouns, on
the right, manages our Adoption Database and our waiting list, which is now at 500
persons. He assigns graves and names on the Walls of the Missing to new adopting
families.

Christmas Visit
to the American
Cemetery in
Margraten
On December 23, 2018, Dan Diehl,
and son Dylan, visited the grave of
their great-uncle, Russell Diehl, who
is buried at The American Cemetery
in Margraten. They requested to be
in touch with and meet the adopters
of his grave, the Stoots’ family, from
Landgraaf. It was 9 am when the Stoots’
family… Mrs. Stoots, her son, and her
two grandchildren, Reno and Yara…
arrived at the gate of the cemetery, and
the Superintendent, Shane Williams,
was there to open the gate for them.
A short time later, both Dan and
Dylan Diehl arrived from the city of
Maastricht. This was the first time in
73 years that a Diehl family member
had visited great-uncle Russell’s grave.
Mrs. Stoots shared that she visited the
cemetery in Margraten when she was
8 years old, and she remembers seeing
the soldiers being buried. She also
shared that her mother corresponded
with Russell’s mother until the 1980’s.
Mrs. Stoots said they regularly received
packages from the U.S.A., and chewing
gum was their favorite gift. When Mrs.
Diehl passed away, the correspondence
stopped.
Meeting the Diehl family members,
Dan and Dylan, was very special for the
Stoots’ family. The renewed contact in
the presence of the younger generations
of both families will hopefully create
confidence for the future. The Adoption
Program brought them together and
together they remembered Russell
Diehl, his sacrifice, and the value of
freedom. Christmas was a wonderful
opportunity to get together with
family, and this reunion of an adopting
family and American next of kin was
a wonderful message for Christmas.
Peace in the world for all!

Father Stoots with Reno and Yara, Dan
Diehl, Mrs. Stoots and Dylan Diehl.
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2019 Symposium and 2020 Concert Royal Military Orchestra:

75th Anniversary Liberation Eijsden-Margraten
Seventy-five years ago, the first American soldiers crossed the Dutch border and liberated the small village of Mesch. On
September 12, 2019, a commemoration will take place near this crossing point. The Municipality of Eijsden-Margraten is
celebrating The Liberation of Limburg together with The Foundation for Adopting Graves. It all starts the weekend of September
7th and 8th, with music and an exhibition in Margraten. The local Lions Club will organize an e-bike tour (40 and 60 km) for
visiting many historical sites in our region related to WWlI. This event will sponsor the work of our Foundation.
During the weekend of September 14th and 15th, a liberation festival will take place with a brunch for all the adopters who will
express how very grateful they are for the commitment and sacrifice of all the American soldiers. More information can be found
at the website of the municipality and in local newspapers in the coming months.
On the 21st of September, The Foundation for Adopting Graves will organize an interesting evening with poetry, speeches, music
and a panel discussion led by Simone van Trier, a local TV-commentator. One of the spokesmen will be General Mart de Kruif. He
is the former Commander of the Regional Command South of ISAF, and he will talk about his mission in Afghanistan. His book,
Eating Dust, General in Afghanistan, will be for sale and will be signed by the author. A local poet, Maarten van den Berg, will
recite his poems about freedom. The public will be invited to be actively involved in a panel discussion afterwards. The theme for
the evening will be the importance of adopting the grave of an American soldier for commemoration and awareness.
On May 25, 2020 our Foundation will organize a concert for all her adopters in the Parkstad Limburg Theater in Heerlen. The
Royal Military Orchestra, Johan Willem Friso will perform a special concert dedicated to our Seventy-Five Years of Liberation.
A lot of activities will be happening, so keep an eye on all publications (www.eijsden-margraten.nl) and don’t miss anything!

A Successful Journey to Washington, D.C.,
for The Foundation and
The Margraten Choir
During the weekend of September 28 - 30, 2018, our Foundation
was invited to attend a special gathering of the American World
War II Orphans Network (AWON) in Washington. AWON, an
organization for the children of American WWII soldiers, has
a long lasting relationship with Margraten and our Foundation.
The fathers of a large number of AWON-Members are buried
here in Margraten. In 2005, 2010 and 2015, The Foundation
hosted a delegation of AWON to Margraten. Because of this
special relationship between the community of Margraten
and the sons and daughters of our “Margraten Boys,” the
40 - member delegation, which included the male choir from
Margraten, the “Mergelland Mannenkoor” travelled together to
Washington, D.C.
The choir members all live in the municipality, and the
grandfathers of a number of them owned land on the current
location of The American Cemetery, or assisted in digging the
graves.

Ceremonies
Foundation members visited Joseph Shomons grave founder of
the American cemetery in Margraten) together with daughter
Nancy and grandson Noël at Arlington Cemetery.
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AWON-commemoration at the WW II-monument with the Mergelland Mens Choir.
During our six-day trip to the U.S., we
made a lot of visits, and attended many
ceremonies. We promoted our Adoption
Program by showing our promotion video,
and the choir performed a number of songs
related to The American Cemetery.
We visited The Netherlands Embassy,
The Netherlands America Foundation,
the Asbury Methodist Community in
Gaithersburg, and the Orange Baptist
Church in Orange, Virginia. We were
present at the official commemoration
of The Operation Market-Garden at the
Dutch Carillon near Arlington Cemetery,
where we visited the grave of Captain
Joseph Shomon, who was the ‘founder’ of
the cemetery in Margraten. We attended an
AWON Ceremony at the impressive World
War II Monument in Washington, and
we were guests of honor at the American
WW II Orphans Network Conference in
the Crystal Palace of the Marriott Hotel in
Washington, D.C.
During our stay in the U.S.A., we reached
a large audience, and shared with them

information about our Adoption Program.
The consistent care, even after 75 years, of
the Dutch people for the young Americans
who gave their lives for our freedom,
moved many people and evoked both
emotional and grateful reactions. The
Dutch Ambassador was very pleased with
our visit.
The Dutch Embassy commented: “This
was an extremely good PR trip for the
Netherlands in general, and for Margraten
in specific.”
The sponsors who made this trip possible
through their financial support include:
The Netherlands America Foundation,
The Embassy of the Netherlands, The
Municipality Eijsden-Margraten, The
Province of Limburg, Medtronic and
“Bouw Center” Jan Opreij.
Thank you.Foundation, de Nederlandse
ambassade, de gemeente EijsdenMargraten, de Provincie Limburg,
Medtronic en Bouw Center Jan Opreij.

Chairman Ton Hermes, with Dutch ambassador Shuwer, speeches during commemoration
Market Garden at the Dutch Carillion near Arlington Cemetery in Washington.
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One newsletter per address!
We have decided to deliver only one
copy of our newsletter per address for
financial reasons.
This means that in houses where several
family members have an adoption grave
only one newsletter will be delivered.
We can imagine that some of you
wish to have a newsletter of your own;
some might have a collection of all
newsletters through the years.
For those people we have a solution. At
the cemetery in the office there will be a
number of newsletters available for you.
We ask for your understanding.
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