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Superintendent
David Americo:
“The Adoption 
Program is 
Impressive.”
Dear all

It is my pleasure to greet all of the adopting 
families by way of this newsletter. Since arriving in Margraten in October 2019, 
I have been overwhelmed by the dedication and caring that you have shown to 
America’s fallen service members. I have been aware of the Grave Adoption 
Foundation in Margraten since my first months with ABMC, when I was the 
Assistant Superintendent at the Florence American Cemetery. I was able to meet 
and thank a grave adopter who happened to be visiting the cemetery with a tour 
group. That was my first exposure to the Foundation and now several years later, 
working daily in this cemetery, the respect I have for each grave adopter cannot be 
understated.
We who work in the cemeteries are here for the purpose of honoring those who 
literally gave everything in service to their country. The Grave Adoption Foundation 
and the individual adopters share that mission with the seemingly simple acts of 
bringing flowers and remembering their stories. Together we play a small part in a 
long chain to keep the memories of these young men and women alive.

The Netherlands American Cemetery is my third assignment with ABMC, having 
worked in Florence and Sicily-Rome previously. In the short time I have been in 
Margraten, I have had the pleasure of meeting some of you, seeing you bring your 
families and most importantly your children onto the cemetery grounds to remember 
and honor the sacrifice from more than seven decades ago. 

In 2020, despite the challenges that COVID presented, we were honored to welcome 
His Majesty King Willem-Alexander to the cemetery, along with numerous 
dignitaries, and The United States Ambassador to the Netherlands, the Honorable 
Peter Hoekstra. The live broadcast of the Memorial Day Ceremony was viewed by 
more than 1 million people bringing their story into homes across the country. 

This year, 2021, we will also see the ground breaking for the long awaited 
Netherlands American Cemetery Visitor Center. This project will be the culmination 
of several years of effort, and the end result will be a remarkable building with 
noteworthy exhibits that will promote our most important objective…telling the 
story…telling THEIR story.
I thank each and every one of you for your dedication to America’s fallen and I look 
forward to a successful year.

David Americo
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Newsletter keeps the adoption 
register up-to-date! 

This newsletter is the only way we can 
inform you about the developments 
within the adoption community. But 
even more important, it keeps our 
addressee list up-to-date. Once a 
newsletter is being returned to sender 
this means that the adopter has moved 
or passed away. In 2018 over 160 
newsletters came back. Our Foundation 
starts an investigation and when the 
adopter has moved his or her new 
address will be included in our database. 
When the adopter passed away we will 
ask the family members if someone 
would like to take over the adoption. 
You will understand that this is a lot of 
work every year. Therefore we ask all 
adopters in every newsletter to notify us 
of your move to a new address. When an 
adopter passes away their children can 
take over the adoption if they wish. The 
adoption grave stays within the family. 
Also changes in email addresses are 
inportant to know. When you cannot 
visit your adoption grave any more on 
a regular base please inform us by mail 
(info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl) or 
by Phone
043-4583050 (Ton Hermes) or
043-4582177 (Bert Kleijnen).

Change of Address and other Contact 
Information Changes:

It is of utmost importance that you 
inform us about the changes concerning 
both your home and email addresses. 
We would also appreciate being notified 
about any other changes that can be of 
importance to the adoption register. If 
you are no longer able to regularly visit 
the grave or support the name of your 
adopted soldier, you are requested to 
inform us at:
info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl
or by contacting: 
Ton Hermes at 043 458 3050 (local) or 
+31 43 458 3050 (from the U.S.) or 
Bert Kleijnen at 043 458 2177 (local) or 
+31 43 458 2177 (from the U.S.)



Books and DVD’s:

Books and DVD’s on the history of
The Cemetery at Margraten, and on our 
Foundation’s Adoption Program can be 
purchased from our website.
All items are provided in both English 
and Dutch:
http://www.adoptiegraven-margraten.nl/
webshop 

Opening Hours of the 
Cemetery:

The Margraten Cemetery is open to the 
public seven days a week, from 9 am 
to 5 pm, except for Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day. On May 4th during the 
national annual commemoration of the 
Dutch victims of WWII, the Cemetery is 
available for visits by the general public 
during the evening hours, 5 pm – 8 pm.



Memorial Day: Sunday, 
May 30th, 2021
It is unclear whether Memorial Day 2021 will be held with 
or without public. The following program is depending 
Corona measures. For the latest developments please check 
our website or Facebook page. 

Program
10 am: On Memorial Day, our Sunday Morning Mass 
 will be organized by the Stichting Culturele
 Muziek Manifestaties Margraten (Foundation for Cultural Musical Manifestations Margraten). The Main Celebrant 
 will be Mgr. de Jong, 2nd Bishop Roermond. The ceremony will be supported by the Mergelland Men’s Choir, and 
 directed by Hans Geerkens, with Hisae Kuipers on piano.

3 pm: The Memorial Service will include speeches and the laying of the wreaths.

Access
Both the morning and afternoon ceremonies are free and accessible. During the morning ceremony, there are sufficient seats 
for all of our visitors. During the afternoon ceremony, there are special reserved seats and separate places for those who have 
received an invitation. Other visitors will be seated in the non-reserved seats, and behind the fences that are around the ceremony 
area.

Route and parking
When coming to the Memorial Ceremony at Margraten, visitors who arrive from Maastricht (WEST) or Gulpen (EAST) 
can reach the cemetery using N278. Parking will be available at the Cemetery, and you will be directed for parking by the 
Marechaussee (Dutch Military Police). Usually there is plenty of parking available, however, we do advise that visitors arrive 
early, because heavy traffic is expected. Handicap parking will also be provided.

Information
For any questions regarding the Memorial Day Ceremony, please contact:
The ABMC Staff: American Cemetery
Address: American Cemetery 1, 6269 NA, Margraten, The Netherlands
Telephone: 043 458 1208 (local) or +31 43 458 1208 (from the U.S.)
Email: Netherlands@abmc.gov 

Introduction of the New Board Members:
Our Foundation welcomed two new Board Members recently, Maria de Graaf-
Bessems and Piet van Engelen. Maria will assist in keeping our database up-to-date, 
Piet will mainly act as our public relations manager. 

A small introduction:

Maria de Graaf-Bessems, age 58, was born in Margraten and still lives there. She is 
married and is the mother of two adult daughters. In September 2000, she stopped 
working as an intensive care nurse (neonatalogy) and started a business of her own. 
She is now managing Bim Bam, a children’s daycare in the center of Margraten. In 
her spare time she works for a local history association and is a member of the local 
militia, St Sebastianus.

In 2013, Maria took over the care of the grave of Lt. Hubert Bauman from her 
parents. She has always been interested in the adoption program in Margraten, and 
it was natural for her to take over the grave adoption. Her search for the American Maria de Graaf-Bessems
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family of Lt. Hubert T. Bauman did not take much time, and she found his family 
members. Their visit to Margraten in 2019 was a once in a lifetime event for her. 
It is Maria’s wish to be able to visit the only sister of Lt. Bauman, who is living in 
Michigan.

Maria felt honored when she was asked to become a Board Member of the Adoption 
Foundation. Her main focus will be centered on the database of the Adoption 
Program. She will also take leadership in different general supporting activities.

Until his retirement, Piet van Engelen had a career as a publisher of educational 
books. At the beginning his main focus was the development of books on biology. 
Later he switched to ICT, and he was also involved in the development of login 
systems and learning platforms 
for children. Piet has three children and four grandchildren, and lives in Margraten.

Piet van Engelen

The Adoption Program is implemented into an 
Educational Program.

For many years our Foundation has 
maintained a close connection with both 
the primary and secondary schools of 
the region. There are over 30 schools in 
the region that have adopted a grave of 
an American soldier, and the students 
have visited the American Cemetery 
at Margraten every year. When these 
students, ages 10 – 15, walk around 
between the thousands of white crosses 
and Stars of David, they are all deeply 
impressed. Many students from the 
US, Germany and Belgium are also 
deeply impressed and interested in the 
stories. For some students, it becomes 
more personal when they realize that 
their own family members have fought 
in this war. They become more aware 
of the fact that we now live in freedom 
without suppression and in a democratic 
society. They also realize that many of 
the soldiers buried in Margraten were 
still in school when they joined the 
army. We hope that these children and 
students will return to Margraten with 

their parents, and in the future with their 
own children to keep the stories of our 
soldiers alive. 
It is necessary and important to tell the 
story about WWII and the American 
Cemetery at Margraten in order to 
keep this history alive. This is the 
main reason why our Foundation, 
in close cooperation with teachers, 
parents, historians and adopters, have 
asked Rob Essers (www.evisual.nl) to 
produce an educational video and an 
interactive website to reach this goal. 
This educational project is named 

“Experience Freedom.”
By using modern interactive features 
and new media, we hope to build a 
stronger connection with school children 
by telling them about WWII, about 
the American Cemetery at Margraten, 
and about the stories of the soldiers 
buried there. Schools will receive an 
educational program ready to be used 
for digital lessons, and schools will be 

able to visit war sites in the region. The 
educational programs, in combination 
with the adoption of an American war 
grave, gives them the opportunity to 
visit the grave of their adopted soldier. 
Our Foundation now has a permanent 
educational program that is important 
for promoting the Adoption Program as 
a valuable cultural inheritance for the 
future. 
This educational program’s main 
starting point is directed at primary 
school children, ages 10-12, in order to 
help them begin to learn to appreciate 
their freedom, and to become more 
aware that they live in a free society. A 
30 minute video will aid them with this 
awareness. The characters in the film 
were played by school children.  
For students in secondary schools, ages 
12-15, the main focus will be to develop 
even more critical awareness and to 
be able to link history to their daily 
lives. Students will discuss the topics 
together after watching the video and 
the educational lesson blocks. They will 
be stimulated to start a discussion with 
other students and to visit some of the 
shown locations. 
The educational program will be used 
primarily for history lessons, but it will 
also be used to introduce new media in 
the classroom.
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We have had close cooperation with 
the teachers of several primary and 
secondary schools for developing the 
programs for the new educational 
lesson blocks. These teachers have 
ensured us that the educational 
programs are optimally connected 
to current educational methods. 
Auditions were organized for casting 
the characters in the film. We also asked 
for input and advice from historians, 
schools, museums, and other relevant 
organizations in the production of this 
film and in the developing of these 
lesson blocks. 

Currently there are 31 schools that 
have adopted a grave at the American 
Cemetery at Margraten. Our primary 
focus will be directed at these schools, 
and our goal for the future will be to 
expand this educational program to other 
schools in the region. We have already 
received interest for this program from 
schools in Germany and in the USA. 

This project became a reality because 
of the great commitment from the 
teachers, and the students of the primary 
school, Bocholtz, and because of the 
commitment from current adopters and 
many others. Some of those involved 
have shared their experiences further 
in this article. Additional stories 
are available on our website. (www.
adoptiegraven-margraten.nl) 

Erik Theunissen, 
Teacher at the Primary School, 
“Maurice Rose,” in Margraten:
Last year I had the privilege to work 
on this wonderful project. First of 
all, our school is named after Major 
General Maurice Rose, who is buried in 
Margraten. This gives us a strong link 

between the school and the cemetery. 
Besides that, I have been able to work 
on a project that gives me a tool to 
teach children about WWII, and to help 
them explore what happened in our own 
region.

A lot has been written about WWII 
and numerous documentaries have 
been made. The unique element of this 
educational project is the focus on 
our own region, and also on our own 
American Military Cemetery. Filming in 
the region makes the video recognizable 
for many. This invites the  children to be 
curious about the local history during 
the war. By using a smart storyline, 
children can identify themselves with the 
characters and they become even more 
involved.

Jori Videc,
Teacher of History, Bernhard Lievegoed 
College, in Maastricht:
In many schoolbooks, WWII is described 
and explained in general terms and 
according to the prescribed national 
curriculum. For students, the prescribed 
curriculum is not always satisfactory. 
It is therefore important to zoom in on 
local history, which goes much further 
than just the main events and important 
personalities. By telling personal stories 
of ordinary people and soldiers, we try 
to bring history closer to the students. 
This contributes to their awareness that 
freedom is not a natural thing and that 
war only has victims. On the sacred 
grounds of a cemetery like Margraten, 
it becomes clear in a glance what price 
has been paid for our freedom.
The attention for local history is 
important, but also modern didactical 
methods are basic to stimulate 
the students to learn and to get a 

meaningful historical education. That 
is why we use partially the concept 
of ”gamification” in our educational 
methods. Learning by playing, and 
discovery through digital tools is 
getting more and more important. 
Besides that, students will become 
familiar with authentic historical 
sources like archives, old pictures and 
personal stories of eyewitnesses from 
various perspectives. Stories are told 
by soldiers, civilians, and allied and 
German military people. By using these 
resources, we intend to stimulate critical 
thinking and nuance the student’s 
historical imagination. The ultimate 
goal is that all students will learn 
lessons about any war, and that these 
lessons will stick in their memories.
)
Remy Geurts,
Teacher at the Primary School, 
Bocholtz:
Over 16 years ago, I adopted a soldier’s 
grave at Margraten. It was inspiring for 
me to be able to thank our liberators. My 
grandparents often spoke about the war. 
Their gratitude is now continued by a 
younger generation.

Adopting a grave is not just an adoption 
certificate, but something you have to 
actively do. It has become a tradition to 
bring flowers at the grave for Christmas, 
Easter and Memorial Day…for example, 
a ride to Margraten to bring flowers, to 
stay a while at our soldier’s grave and to 
cherish our freedom. 
Several years ago I met the American 
family of my adopted soldier: Joseph W. 
Hopp. His brother, Henry, was still alive 
and we still have contact with him and 
his wife. We have visited them twice in 
the USA. 
As a teacher at the primary school in 

Erik Theunissen Jori Videc Remy Geurts
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Bocholtz, I always tell these stories to 
my children, and they listen and are  
fascinated by the stories of Private First 
Class Joseph Hopp during his training 
and during his battles in Europe. I use 
the letters that Joseph sent to his mother 
during the war, and that were bundled in 
a book by his family. The war that seems 
so far away comes very close. 
Now students, ages 10-12 years, are 
able to explain what freedom means 
and what might happen if this freedom 

is taken away. The students were very 
impressed by the fact that they were able 
to contribute to the educational program 
by role playing in the movie. They were 
also impressed by the possibility of 
visiting and cherishing a soldier’s grave 
at Margraten. They came up with a 
number of ideas about how to pay their 
respect. Many students have visited 
Margraten with their parents, in the 
meantime. 
For the children in grade 8, the adoption 

of a grave is extra special. They make 
their annual visit to the grave of 
Lieutenant Enman Warren, the soldier 
that was adopted by our school. A 
personal story makes history vivid. One 
who knows history will avoid making 
mistakes in the future. Mutual respect, 
setting boundaries, taking care of each 
other, and open communication are 
important key issues that we discuss at 
our school. Enman Warren will be the 
best teacher they could ever have.

Adoption Concert Royal Military Orchestra:
Friday, November 26th, 2021
The postponed concert of 2020, for celebrating the 75 years of the Adoption Program and 75 years of liberation, will now be held 
on the evening of Friday, November 26th, 2021.  The theme of our annual adoption concert is “Vrij Land” (Free Land), and will 
take place in the Parkstad Limburg Theater in Heerlen. This special liberation concert will be performed by the Royal Military 
Orchestra Johan Willem Friso (KMK/JWF), under the direction of conductor Major Tijmen Botma with soloist Valery van Gorp. 

We enjoy our freedom every day, but what does freedom really mean? Searching for an answer, the orchestra KMK/JWF will 
lead us into a poetic story about the roots of our society. This story is told and sung live in a surprising mix of classical and newly 
composed music. Historical images and videos will be flashed on the screen during the concert which will show our pride for the 
Netherlands, our gratitude for our liberators, but also the vulnerability of our freedom.  

The concert is meant for all American family members that are in the Netherlands attending the Memorial Day Services, and to 
honor all of our loyal Dutch adopting families, that in some cases have adopted a grave since 1945. The concert will start at 8:00 
pm. American visitors will be our guests, so for them there is no entrance fee. Over 600 adopters have already ordered tickets for 
the concert. The concert is an initiative of the Foundation for Adopting Graves in Margraten, and sponsored by the Municipality of 
Eijsden-Margraten and the Dutch Ministry of Defense.

If you are visiting Margraten during this period of time and wish to attend our concert, please send an email to:
info@adoptiegraven-margraten.nl.
Please remember to inform the American Cemetery AMBC staff as well at:
Netherlands@abmc.gov; they can prepare for your visit.

Koninklijke Militaire Kapel Johan Willem Friso
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Wiel Eggen, age 81, who is from 
Maastricht, is the adopter of the grave of 
2nd Lieutenant George Dail, Jr. He has 
a special bond with ‘his’ soldier because 
Wiel sat on George’s lap as a 5 year old 
boy. Wiel still has a vivid memory of 
that moment.

On September 13th, 1944, Maastricht 
was liberated by the 30th Infantry 
Division ‘Old Hickory.’ On the same 
night, five soldiers were staying in the 
Eggen home. During that time it was 
common for many soldiers to stay in 
local homes all over the Southern part 
of Limburg. One of them was Sergeant 
George Dail. At that moment Dail was 
still a sergeant. Wiel also remembers a 
medic and a military priest being in their 
home.

Wiel does not exactly remember when 
the soldiers left again, but he does 
remember the medals of George Dail. 
These medals fascinated him as a young 
child and he knows that he touched 
them. A part of the division moved 
further into Maastricht, another part 
moved eastward to Germany. George 
left a spoon in the parent’s house of 
Wiel. In Germany, on February 12th, 
1944, George received a field promotion 
to 2nd Lieutenant. Two weeks later, on 

February 26th,  George was killed in action in a battle in the village of Oberempt 
(Düren). For his bravery he received his Distinguished Service Cross. George was 25 
years old, and he never returned to his wife and son.

“George was a very caring person,” Wiel says. “Early in 1945, a big army truck 
stopped in front of our house with an Afro-American driver. The truck was loaded 
with fire wood. “To bring you some warmth,” the soldier said. “George had arranged 
this because he had found a warm welcome while he was with us.”

Wiel still has contact with Sally, a daughter of George’s wife, who remarried after the 
war. Wiel also has had short correspondence with George’s son. 

Wiel is a storyteller. During the liberation festivities, in September of 2019, he 
acted as a guide for a group of Americans with a connection to the Old Hickory 
Division. Wiel is still very active in commemorating both WWII, and the liberation 
of Maastricht. “I showed them the windmill near Gronsveld,” he said, “and the 
monument for the executed Belgium resistance people near Maastricht.” “In this 
group there was a lady whose father in law, a 1st Lieutenant, was one of the first 
liberators of Maastricht. What a coincidence! She gave me a nice embroidered flag of 
Old Hickory.”

Wiel has been the adopter of the grave of George Dail for 12 years now. He has helped 
the people of the Adoption Foundation to find the correct addresses of a number of 
adopters. He asked the chairman, Fien Opreij, whether the grave of George Dail was 
available. This 

Wiel Eggen was sitting on the lap of his
adopted soldier… 

2e Luitenant George Dail jr.

George Dail wordt door generaal Leland S. Hobbs, commandant van
de 30e divisie, gepromoveerd tot 2e luitenant.
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A Visitor Center for the American Cemetery in 
Margraten…
”…finally it will happen!” says Director Frenk Lahaye!

Many of you have heard the rumors already, but finally it will happen! A new Visitor Center will be built at the American Cemetery 
in Margraten, which will be the 10th visitor center within the American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC). For decades 
nothing had changed at our cemeteries with their perfectly maintained lawns and white gravestones, but since the year 2000 it 
became apparent that the number of direct family members and veterans that were involved with the care of the graves was rapidly 
declining. They were no longer able to 
tell the story to younger generations. 
ABMC felt called to take on the new 
task of considering how these stories 
could be kept alive without negatively 
impacting the serenity of the sacred 
cemeteries.
 
The story of our cemetery will be 
told in a beautiful modern building 
designed by the Dutch KAAN-Architects 
(Rotterdam). The main concept of 
our new visitor center will be for 
every visitor to first come into our 
visitor center before going to visit the 
gravesites to honor the soldiers that 
gave their lives for our freedom. At 

Faces of Margraten: Over 8000 
pictures of soldiers collected

The fourth edition of the project “Faces 
of Margraten” was scheduled for the 
first week of May but unfortunately the 
Corona pandemic made it necessary to 
postpone this event until next year.  

The number of photographs available 
is still growing. People are searching 
for pictures in the Netherlands and in 
the USA. More than 8000 of the 10,023 
soldiers will have a picture available. 
Number 8.000 is the picture of Llyod 
George Hume from San Bernardino, 
Californië. He died at the age of 24 
when his plane was attacked by German 

was the case, and so he adopted the man 
on whose lap he sat as a 5 year old boy. 
When he received the adoption 

certificate he saw the numbers of the 
location of George’s grave, D-9-13. 
“This cannot be a coincidence,” he said. 

“George Dail arrived at our house on 
9-13-1944.” Sally agreed with Wiel when 
he told her this story.

fire. The burning plane crashed in the 
North Sea and only one crew member 
survived the crash on July 28 1943. 
Lloyds’ body was never recovered and 
his name is since then carved in the 
Wall of the Missing in Margraten. Do 
you have a picture? Our website at: 
www.degezichtenvanmargraten.nl will 
inform you about the best way to send 
this picture to us. If you want to find 
out if there is a picture available of your 
soldier and/or family member, please 
note that all pictures are published 
on the personal commemoration 
pages of the database at: www.
fieldsofhonordatabase.com. Lloyd George Hume uit San Bernardino
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the visitor center they will be informed about the history of our cemetery, and also about the battles where most of the buried 
soldiers were killed in action. Modern audiovisual instruments will be used for this purpose. The course of war will be told through 
the personal stories about the deceased American soldiers. We hope to welcome you all soon to the new Visitor Center for the 
American Cemetery in Margraten, and we hope that the construction activities beginning this year will not hinder your visit. 

Frenk Lahaye
Director, Netherlands Visitor Center
American Battle Monuments Commission | Netherlands American Cemetery

Note:
(Just before publishing this 

newsletter we were informed that
mr David Americo has been 

appointed to a new position in 
ABMC HQ in Paris)

Board Members of Our 
Foundation:

Jimmy Brouns, Roger Caelen,
Ruud Croonen (Treasurer),
Piet van Engelen, Maria de Graaf-
Bessems, Ton Hermes (Chairman),
Bert Kleijnen, Frans Roebroeks 
(Secretary) and Nicole Sproncken-
Blezer. 

Patron:
Governor of the province of Limburg
drs Th.J.F.M. Bovens
Honorary board members:
Fien Opreij-Bendermacher, Jo Purnot 
and Jacques Aussems
Historical consultant:
Prof. Dr. Peter Schrijvers
Webmaster:
Bob Jungerius
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